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Hamburg Place
Lexington, Kentucky

Located off I-75 and minutes from downtown Lexington, the Hamburg Place 
Community is home to over 2,000,000 sq. ft. of retail space, 160 acres of professional 

of ces, and 1,200 acres of residential development.

Coming Soon!
Boot Barn – Winter 2014  |  TownPlace Suites – Spring 2015  |  Cabela’s – 2016

War Admiral Place
(Pictured Below)

War Admiral Place features two retail centers in one location, divided by a 
scenic green-space park and Hamburg Place Horse Cemetery. Wal-Mart, Lowes, 
Starbucks, FedEx Of ce, and T-Mobile remain open, as well as Hobby Lobby, 
Sportsman’s Warehouse, Raising Cane’s, PNC Bank and several smaller shops.

Within the last year, First Watch and A&W opened for business in a 12,251 sq. ft. 
multi-tenant building, located on the outlot next to PNC Bank.

Sir Barton Place
Sir Barton Place, a retail center with over 300,000 square feet, is home to Buy Buy 
Baby, Bed, Bath, & Beyond, Off Broadway Shoes, Half-Price Books, Gordmans, 
Value City Furniture, Verizon Wireless, Johnny Carino’s, BD’s Mongolian Grill, 

and Bone sh Grill, as well as several smaller shops. Men’s Wearhouse and Sherwin 
Williams also opened within the last year at Sir Barton Place.

Hamburg East
Costco Wholesale Warehouse opened its doors at the end of 2013 on the east side 
of Hamburg Place. Central Baptist has plans for a regional medical campus in this 
area. Infrastructure including Polo Club Boulevard and sanitary trunk sewers have 

been constructed. Cabela’s is in the  nal stages of planning for a 73,000 sq. ft. 
building at Hamburg East adjacent to Costco.

Our original goal at Hamburg Place was to accommodate an array of 
developments. Hamburg Place has become the premier location for banks, 

restaurants, educational institutions, physicians, dental of ces, pharmacies, home 
furnishing showcases and other of ce and retailers. We continue to grow with 

high-quality developments of all types.

Please visit our web site at www.hamburgplace.com for more information.
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Building a Great
American City

Lexington and Central Kentucky offer 
arguably the best quality of life in the nation

PEOPLE & PLACES

Above: Downtown Lexington has seen growth by 
leaps and bounds and remains the area’s financial
and cultural center.

Right: The Lexington Farmer’s Market 
downtown under the Cheapside Pavilion 
on Saturdays is a center of activity. Its successful 
model has been studied for imitation by other 
cities around the Southeast.

VisitLex photo
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Left: Fall in the Bluegrass is a great time to enjoy 
the area’s pristine equine scenery.

Above: The Rolex Three-Day Event is held annually 
at the Kentucky Horse Park.

Right: Lexington’s entertainment scene includes 
a growing, upscale nightlife with lounges, cocktail 
clubs and tapas bars. 

Below:  The Fifth Third Bank Pavilion in Cheapside 
Park is nestled in the heart of downtown 
Lexington and hosts countless weekly and monthly 
events, as well as providing downtown workers a 
place to enjoy outdoor eating during the week.

Above: Country Boy Brewing is one of several 
wildly popular craft breweries in the area.

VisitLex photo
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PEOPLE & PLACES

Left: Lexington and Central Kentucky are home to a growing number of unique, boutique fitness
opportunities, such as aerial yoga at Mix on Vine.

Above: Visitors have unique transportation options when sightseeing in Lexington. 

Above: Situated just a short drive out 
of Lexington in nearby Versailles, Boyd 
Orchards offers residents a chance to get 
out and enjoy nature, including apple picking. 

Left: Local specialty food and bakery items 
are in no shortage of supply to area foodies, 
particularly at Wine + Market on the 
burgeoning food district of Jefferson Street. 

Right: Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill 
is America’s largest restored Shaker 
community and is a 3,000 acre National 
Historic Landmark. It is located less than an 
hour from Lexington in Harrodsburg.
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VisitLex photo

Above:  The Farm to Table movement is gaining 
huge momentum, as more people are supporting 
local farmers and local food.
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Above: Music lovers enjoy a variety of indoor and outdoor performances 
across the Bluegrass. Lexington’s annual patriotic concert, which is held on the 
steps of Transylvania University’s historic Old Morrison building, features the 
Lexington Philharmonic Orchestra and the Lexington Singers.

Above: Central Kentucky is home to numerous 
nationally recognized and award-winning chefs. The 
area has no shortage of incredible food.

Right: Enjoying a scenic drive in Central Kentucky 
is not hard to do, as the area is full of hundreds of 
perfectly manicured farms.

Below: Fayette and the surrounding counties have 
dozens of golf courses. 

Left: In 2014 Lexington hosted the second annual 
CRAVE Food + Music Festival in Beaumont Centre, 
attracting thousands of visitors to eat the area’s best 
local food and hear handpicked local bands.

Above: Camp Nelson Civil War Heritage Park in 
Nicholasville offers a chance to relive the area’s 
extensive Civil War history.

Sm
iley Pete/Em

ily M
osely photo

VisitLex photo

The Legacy Trail offers pedestrians, families and 
fitness enthusiasts a chance to recreate in a sa e 
environment in a convenient location. The 12-mile 
walking, biking, interpretive trail and public art venue 
stretches from downtown Lexington all the way to 
the Kentucky Horse Park.
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PEOPLE & PLACES

Above: Downtown Lexington Corporation hosts 
events – sometimes gravity defying – year round 
that attract people to the city’s center.

Right: The Bike Lexington organization’s annual 
Family Fun Ride gives enthusiasts of all ages an 
opportunity to enjoy downtown Lexington and 
familiarize themselves with its extensive system of 
bicycle lanes without car and truck traffic present

Top left and above: The 
world renowned Kentucky 
Horse Park is a family 
favorite where the many 
breeds of horse in residence 
enjoy interaction with their 
1 million visitors a year who 
come to see them.

RIght: Parenting Magazine 
ranked Lexington as No. 5 
in its list of Best Cities for 
Families, partly because of the 
countless activities for children.

Bottom left: Some of the 
area’s Thoroughbred farms 
are available for tours.

VisitLex photo
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THIRTY-three 
cities and 17 
counties make 

up the Bluegrass Area 
Development District 
(ADD) – from as far 
north as Berry in 
Harrison County to as 
far south as Eubank in 
Lincoln County; as far 
west as Lawrenceburg 

in Anderson County to as far east as 
Stanton in Powell County. 

The Bluegrass ADD does not make 
this diverse region, this diverse region 
makes the Bluegrass ADD – and relies on 
it as a tool to convene the stakeholders 
and elected leaders of the region to create 
a common plan and vision for our region, 
a common plan that will serve as the 
backbone for good governance. 

There is nothing inherently good 
or bad about the Bluegrass ADD or 
any other ADD throughout the state. 
Kentucky’s 15 ADDs were created in 1972 
with the passage of KRS 147A.050.150 
by the General Assembly. This state 
regulation was authorized pursuant to 
Section 302 of the Intergovernmental 
Cooperation Act of 1968 (P.L. 90-577). 
The intent of this act is to encourage 
intergovernmental cooperation in the 
conduct of specialized services, provide 
facilities essential to the administration 
of governmental activities, and avoid the 
unnecessary duplication of any of these 
special service functions. 

When possible, specialized services 
and facilities should be publicly bid and 
consumed in a free market economy. 
That is the backbone of a democracy. 
Unfortunately, there are some services 
and skills which, if left to the free 
market, would exclude vast portions of 
our society, denying us the opportunity 
to fully reach our economic potential. 
ADDs are designed to fill that gap, as
are the other 540 regional development 
organizations nationwide. 

The Bluegrass ADD is on the verge 
of a renaissance. FY14 was defined b  
the examination conducted by and 
the response to the Auditor of Public 
Accounts’ (APA) investigation into 
BGADD’s past activities. The finding  
highlighted a need to refocus our mission. 

We have closely examined our 
operations and have realigned our 
staff around our three core missions – 
Community Planning, Aging Services 
and Workforce Development. I have 
been blessed to have an actively engaged 
Executive Committee of 17 elected 
officials and citizen members wh  
have been willing to dig in to devote 
themselves to properly restoring the 
ADD’s integrity. They have worked 
countless hours, uncompensated, 
tackling incredibly complex issues 
such as conflicts between state an  
federal travel policies, bylaws, employee 
personnel policy manual, human 
resource assessments, investment 
policies, conflicts of inte est policies 
and the 1998 Workforce Investment 
Act. Each one of these issues is like 
laying a block on the foundation. Slowly 
these building blocks are emerging into 
the type of organization required and 
needed for model regional governance. 

If FY14 was defined by the A A 
examination, FY15 will be define  
by the graph shown. Our mission 
is to promote and encourage the 
comprehensive development of the 
area’s resources to further the economic 
vitality and quality of life of its 17 
counties, provide a forum for elected 
officials and citizens to each consensus, 

serve as a catalyst for local-state-federal 
partnerships, and provide expertise and 
professional services that maximize finit  
public resources. 

We cannot do this on our own, but 
we can do it by creating joint venture 
partnerships with local elected leaders, 
special public service interest groups 
and the private sector. We will regain 
public trust as we strive to achieve these 
strategic partnerships that will result in 
the value creation necessary to ensure 
that the Bluegrass Region rises to its  
full potential. l

BLUEGRASS AREA DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

BGADD is building strategic partnerships
Creating value through mutual trust and collaboration 

David 
Duttlinger, 
Executive 
Director, 
BGADD

Joint Venture Partnership

Mutual Trust

Strategic Partnerships
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Bluegrass Area Development District
699 Perimeter Drive
Lexington, KY 40517
(859) 269-8021
bgadd.org
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WHAT makes 
the Bluegrass 
Region 

unique is its variety – the 
variety of its landscape, 
educational opportunities, 
healthcare choices, 
family activities, arts and 
culture, businesses and 
economy. Because of its 
diverse economy, Lexington weathered 
the economic downturn better than most 
areas with one of the highest job growth 
rates in the nation in recent years.

Likewise, Lexington has been recognized 
by multiple national sources as a top 
community for retirement (CNN Money), 
home buyers (Movoto Real Estate), value 
(Kiplinger), business and careers (Forbes), 
livability (Livability.com), and finding a jo  
(Forbes). The Atlantic Cities also named 
Lexington among America’s Top 25 High-
Tech Hotspots (#17).

Lexington continues to 
be an affordable place to do 
business, mostly because 
of the relatively low utility 
costs enjoyed throughout 
the Commonwealth. The 
area’s exceptional quality of 
life, educated workforce, 
and central location have 
led global companies like 

Bingham McCutchen LLC, Tempur Sealy 
International, Tiffany & Co., Lockheed 
Martin, Allconnect, J.M. Smucker LLC, A&W 
Restaurants, and more to relocate or expand 
here in recent years. Other companies like 
Amazon.com, HP, IBM, Lexmark, Link-Belt, 
Xerox, Toyota, UPS and Webasto have been 
here for quite some time.

With 10 colleges and universities 
located within 40 miles of Lexington 
producing 15,000 graduates annually, it’s 
not surprising that businesses recognize 
the region offers one of the most educated 

workforces in the country. More than 
41 percent of Lexington’s population 25 
years or older have attained a bachelor’s 
degree, ranking it 12th among U.S. cities 
with over 250,000 people. 

It’s no 
secret that 
Lexington 
residents enjoy 
an exceptional 
quality of 
life – from great schools to cutting-edge 
healthcare to a vibrant arts and culture scene. 
The city’s cost of living is consistently below 
the U.S. national average, making it attractive 
to newcomers from around the world and 
giving people greater purchasing power.

The opportunities for business 
in the Bluegrass are limitless. Find 
out more about how Commerce 
Lexington Inc. can help your business 
at CommerceLexington.com or 
LocateInLexington.com. l

COMMERCE LEXINGTON INC.

Bluegrass benefits f om a diverse economy
Greater Lexington offers Kentucky’s best educated workforce

Bob Quick
President 
& CEO

Ken Sagan
Board Chair
Stites & 
Harbison, PLLC

Commerce Lexington
300 E. Main St., Suite 100
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 226-1600
CommerceLexington.com
LocateInLexington.com
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THE Bluegrass Business 
Development Partnership (BBDP), 
is a “one-stop shop” that provides 

assistance and resources to entrepreneurs 
and start-up companies located in the 
Bluegrass region. The BBDP includes 
the Lexington-Fayette Urban County 
Government, the University of Kentucky 
and Commerce Lexington. 

This past year has been especially 
active for the BBDP. During the year 
BBDP has organized and sponsored many 
entrepreneurial initiatives, such as the 
5Across pitch competition, RunJumpDev, 
the Lexington Venture Club, as well 
as workshops and networking events 
focused on entrepreneurs and start-ups. A 
prime example of the BBDP’s coordinated 
efforts was the very successful Global 
Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) which 
was organized by the Lexington Offic  
of the Kentucky Innovation Network 
and the Bluegrass Small Business 

Development Center, both of which are 
a part of the University of Kentucky. This 
full seven days of innovation celebration 
and entrepreneurial inspiration was held 
Nov. 18-24. 

Lexington GEW featured a formal kickoff 
event and new start-up recognition; a UK 
student entrepreneur event; accounting, 
legal, social media/website development and 

branding workshops; the 
Stand Up for Your Start-Up 
Pitch Competition; Geeks 
Night Out; the Lexington 
Venture Club entrepreneurial 
celebration, Start-Up 
Weekend, an Open Coffee 
and much more. More than 
635 people participated in 
this year’s weeklong event 
compared to over 400 
attendees in 2012 and 275 
attendees in 2011. 

Several highlights of 
Lexington’s GEW included: 

• Lexington Global Entrepreneurship 
Week Kickoff and Company 
Announcement, held at Commerce 
Lexington with guest speakers Mayor Jim 
Gray and U.S. Congressman, Andy Barr 
(KY-6). In addition to the official kick-o f 
to Lexington’s Global Entrepreneurship 
Week, Mayor Gray announced the 

BLUEGRASS BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP

A growing entrepreneurial community
In 2012, 87 Central Kentucky companies received more than $83 million in funding

Gina 
Greathouse, 
Senior Vice 
President 
for Economic 
Development, 
Commerce 
Lexington

Kevin Atkins, 
Chief 
Development 
Office , 
City of 
Lexington

Warren Nash, 
Director, 
Lexington 
Innovation & 
Commercial-
ization Center

Shirie Hawkins, 
Director, 
Bluegrass 
Small Business 
Development 
Center
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Bluegrass Business 
Development Partnership
330 East Main St., Suite 200
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 225-5005
thinkbluegrass.com
info@thinkbluegrass.com

relocation of nine start-up companies to 
Lexington from Ohio, California, North 
Carolina, New Hampshire, Oregon, New 
York, Virginia and Minnesota. These 
companies were recruited to Lexington 
as a result of the combined efforts of the 
BBDP partners. 

• Geeks’ Night Out, organized by 
Commerce Lexington and sponsored by 
Hensley-Elam, was held at Soundbar, 
where a record crowd of entrepreneurs 
networked and had an opportunity to see 
the unveiling of Lexington’s independent 
game development organization, 
RunJumpDev’s Lexitron game console. 

• Lexington Venture Club’s 
Entrepreneurial Celebration was held 
at LexArts where LVC recognized the 
Bluegrass Region’s start-up community 
and awarded the first Lexingto  
eAchievers Award for Excellence in 
Entrepreneurship. Twenty-five start-u  
companies in the Bluegrass Region were 
honored with the award for receiving at 
least $1 million dollars in funding and/
or creating five new jobs in fiscal ye  
2013. Together, these companies raised 
more than $25 million in capital funds, 
created 89 new jobs, and have  
a combined average annual wage of  
over $60,000. 

The companies recognized included: 
AllTranz Inc., Allylix, AntiOp, LLC, 
Biomedical Development Corp., 
Coldstream Laboratories Inc., Equinext 
LLC, Four Tigers, LLC, Frogdice, HFL 
Sport Science, Inc., Hitron Technologies 
Inc., iHigh.com, Inc., Invenio 
Therapeutics, Inc., Naprogenix, Inc., Net 
Law Group LLC, New Global Systems for 
Intelligent Transportation Management 
Corp., nGimat, LLC, PDxBiotech, 
Seikowave, Summit Biosciences Inc., 
Telehealth Holdings, LLC, Transposagen 
Biopharmaceuticals, Inc., uHAPS, Inc., 
VeBridge, Vindico NanoBioTechnology 
Inc., and Xact Communications. 

Lexington’s 2014 GEW will be held 
Nov. 17-23. 

Warren Nash, director of the Lexington 
Office of the Kentucky Innovatio  
Network, said, “In my opinion the BBDP 
continues to be a major force in the growth 
of the Bluegrass Region’s entrepreneurial 
community. The region should stay tuned 
for more exciting developments for the 
central Kentucky Bluegrass Region’s start-
up community.” 

Shirie Hawkins, director of the 
Bluegrass Small Business Development 
Center echoed these sentiments. “The 
Bluegrass community is busting at the 

seams with entrepreneurial enthusiasm 
and growth,” she said. “The Bluegrass 
SBDC is pleased to be an integral spoke 
in the start-up business wheel.” l

One recent Geeks Night Out gathering 
included John Meister, left, and Richard 
Hoagland. Their digital arts studio, Super Soul, 
has a diverse portfolio of services and is now 
involved in development of a video game with 
local Gun Media.
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DEMOGRAPHICS

The 17-County Bluegrass Area
Development District of Kentucky

 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010  2015 2020 2025
Anderson 9,358 12,680 14,571 19,111 21,421 22,538 23,555 24,486
Bourbon 18,476 19,393 19,296 19,360 19,985 20,303 20,530 20,687
Boyle 21,090 25,054 25,641 27,697 28,432 28,782 29,048 29,176
Clark 24,090 28,294 29,496 33,144 35,613 36,892 37,985 38,836
Estill 12,752 14,478 14,614 15,307 14,672 14,560 14,359 14,057
Fayette 174,323 204,415 225,366 260,512 295,803 315,249 334,733 355,224
Franklin 34,481 41,861 44,143 47,687 49,285 50,148 50,777 51,185
Garrard 11,579 10,852 11,579 14,792 16,912 18,030 19,122 20,106
Harrison 14,158 15,157 16,248 17,983 18,846 19,282 19,640 19,877
Jessamine 17,430 26,736 30,508 39,041 48,586 53,645 58,928 63,999
Lincoln 16,663 19,030 20,045 23,361 24,742 25,509 26,170 26,675
Madison 42,730 53,557 57,508 70,872 82,916 89,055 95,333 101,543
Mercer 15,960 19,019 19,148 20,817 21,331 21,615 21,810 21,865
Nicholas 6,508 7,112 6,725 6,813 7,135 7,298 7,411 7,490
Powell 7,704 11,171 11,686 13,237 12,613 12,504 12,319 12,063
Scott 17,948 21,898 23,867 33,061 47,173 55,038 63,984 73,133
Woodford 14,434 17,754 19,955 23,208 24,939 25,943 26,817 27,496

Totals 459,684 548,461 590,396 686,003 770,404 816,391 862,521 907,898

Source: Kentucky State Data Center (ksdc.louisville.edu) 

Actual Estimated

Population
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FINDING  
YOUR NEXT  
PROFITABLE 
BUSINESS  
LOCATION  
IS OUR  
MISSION.
Every business needs money-making real  
estate locations in which to grow and prosper.  
Expanding your business is a complicated and  
time consuming endeavor. Lane Consultants will  
simplify the process for you. 

Let us help find your next profitable business location.

201 East Main Street, 14th Floor  •  Lexington, KY 40507  •  859-244-3500

© 2014 Lane Consultants, Inc.

Ed Lane, Principal Broker
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BY ELI CAPILOUTO
PRESIDENT
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

THROUGHOUT our 
modern history, the 
U.S. economy – 

built on entrepreneurship, 
innovation and resolve 
– has anchored the global 
market. Undergirding 
that anchor – and our 
economy’s fundamental 
strength – is our people’s 
ability to be at the 

forefront of discovery and ingenuity.
Significant economic milestones

in our nation’s history were the result 
of technological advancements that 
stemmed from scientific esearch and 
discovery.  

At UK we strive to be at the 
intersection of innovation and impact. 

Unlike any other institution, our 
campus is the Commonwealth. Kentucky 
is in our DNA. We educate students, 
conduct groundbreaking research and 
heal communities in need of our care. 
Though the work we do looks different 
today than in 1865, the heritage of our 
land grant and flagship mission – as well
as our responsibility to communities 
on our campus and throughout the 
Commonwealth – is resolute. 

As a $3 billion academic, research and 
health enterprise, discovery is at the core of 
our institution. During 2013, UK’s external 
research grants and contracts that support 
our work resulted in a $367.1 million 
contribution to Kentucky’s economy. 

Across campus we are creating pockets 
of research excellence - multidisciplinary 
communities of top talent that address 
the relevant challenges of our day. Critical 
to our success is that we do not simply 
conduct research for communities across 
our state, but with those communities. 

Last year, UK’s Markey Cancer 
Center earned National Cancer Institute 
designation, the only NCI-designated center 
in the state. At the same time, we recognized 
that we must move research discoveries 
from our campus to the communities we 
serve. In 2011, UK’s Center for Clinical 
and Translational Sciences was awarded 
the Clinical Translational Sciences Award 

(CTSA) by the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) for our expertise in moving 
laboratory discoveries into applicable 
treatments in the field  

These distinctions place UK among 22 
institutions in the country with the trifecta 
of top federal research grants: The CTSA, 
NCI-designation and an Alzheimer’s Disease 
Center, which means we are uniquely 
positioned to discover new treatments and 
transform the quality of care.

Our success in research and discovery 
is not limited to health care. Kentucky’s 
economy is inextricably linked to the 
global energy economy, and UK’s Center for 
Applied Energy Research (CAER) is at the 
leading edge of discoveries that enhance 
our position. Scientists are partnering 
with companies from Harrodsburg, Ky., to 
China on solutions for carbon sequestration 
that will set an efficient, cost-e fective 
and cleaner future for coal as an energy 
solution. We are exploring new fields i  

energy science, the Argonne National 
Battery Laboratory is located at CAER, and 
our faculty and staff continue to work on 
alternative energy solutions. 

Additionally, we recently established 
quality partnerships with industry leaders 
like GE Appliances and Alltech. 

A shared investment in research and 
development is an essential driver of our 
state’s economy, and UK is committed to 
leading the way for Kentucky. 

However, we face constraints – our 
advanced research facilities are at capacity, 
and we lack the necessary space to recruit 
and retain world-class talent. We look 
forward to working with state and federal 
policy makers to build the infrastructure 
and funding streams necessary to continue 
to make discoveries that change lives. 

Colleges and universities are economic 
engines for our communities, and UK is 
a proud partner and leader as Kentucky’s 
indispensable institution. 

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

At the forefront of discovery and ingenuity
The University of Kentucky is energizing the state’s economic engine

Dr. Eli 
Capilouto,
President,
University
of Kentucky

Caption

Campus Transformation
More than $1 billion in construction is taking place 
at the University of Kentucky – all of it focused on 
making UK one of a handful of thriving residential, 
research universities in America. 

In the heart of the campus, right now 
investments are being made to:

•	 Undertake	a	$65	million	renovation	
and expansion of the Gatton College of 
Business and Economics

•	 Build	a	$110	million	new	Academic	Science	
Building in the heart of the campus.

•	 Construct	a	$110	million	renovation	and	
upgrade to Commonwealth Stadium – 
home of the UK Wildcats Football team.

•	 Continue	with	the	largest	revitalization	of	
student living spaces and residence halls 

in public higher education. Already, in 
the last two years, we’ve invested $348 
million to construct 5,700 high-tech 
living and learning spaces throughout 
the campus. Ultimately, the goal is to 
invest up to $500 million in 9,000 new 
residence hall beds.

•	 Implement	a	15-year,	nearly	$250	million	
contract to create a new UK Dining 
Service. New dining options such as 
Einstein Bros. Bagels, Common Grounds 
and Rising Roll Gourmet are opening this 
fall throughout the campus. 

•	 Prepare	a	$165	million	renovation	and	
expansion of the UK Student Center that will 
be a modern living room for the campus.

UK plans to build a 
$110 million Academic 
Science Building.
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Markey Cancer Center
The	UK	Lucille	P.	Markey	
Cancer Center, established 
in 1983, is Kentucky’s 
premier cancer research and 
patient-care facility. In July 
2013, Markey announced 
that it had earned a 
National Cancer Institute 
designation, becoming the 
state’s first and only NCI
designated cancer center. 

Since receiving the 
designation, Markey has seen a marked 
increase in new patients and patient 
visits from across Kentucky and beyond, 
establishing itself as the destination 
cancer center for the region. In response, 
Markey has stepped up recruitment for 
faculty — 15 new clinicians have joined 
the Markey team, and a major research 
team in metabolomics has joined the 
cancer center on the research side. 

Since earning the NCI designation, 
demand to join the Markey Cancer 
Center Affiliate Network has g own.

Center for Applied Energy Research 
highlights energy technology
The Center for Applied Energy Research 
(CAER) is a multidisciplinary research 
center of the University of Kentucky. Staffed 
by professional scientists and engineers, 
CAER investigates energy technologies and 
contributes to technically sound policies 
related to coal, energy and the environment. 
Its energy research provides a focal point 
for coal and environmental research in 
Kentucky, and it provides analytical services 
for outside organizations.

With more stringent regulations from the 
federal	Environmental	Protection	Agency,	
CAER scientists and engineers have been in 
the forefront of efforts to develop practical, 
cost-effective methods to capture, transport, 
store, and utilize carbon dioxide from coal-
fi ed power plants. 

Working with energy industry 
leaders throughout the Commonwealth 
and around the world, CAER has 
played a critical role in the planning 
and construction of carbon-capture 
technologies ranging from small, pilot-
scale systems all the way up to full-scale 
commercial implementations. 

In July, CAER teamed up with Louisville 
Gas & Electric/Kentucky Utilities Co. to 
build the Commonwealth’s first carbon
capture pilot unit at an operating power 
plant, located at the company’s E.W. Brown 
Generating Station near Harrodsburg. The 
$19.5 million project is supported by a 
$14.5 million grant from the Department 
of Energy’s National Energy Technology 
Laboratory with cost-share funding from 
UK, the Kentucky Department of Energy 
Development and Independence and a 
consortium of industry partners. 

Construction on the 2-megawatt thermal 
post-combustion carbon dioxide capture 
pilot system is expected to be complete 
during the fall of 2014, followed by a testing 
period shortly thereafter.  

In June, CAER signed an agreement with 
Sinopec, a major Chinese petrochemical 
conglomerate, to develop technologies to 
capture, utilize and store up to 1 million 
tons of carbon dioxide per year from a 
600-megawatt generating unit at a coal-fi ed 
plant in Dongying, Shandong, China. The 
agreement is a project of the joint U.S.-
China Climate Change Working Group. 

The purpose of that project, with an 
estimated total investment of $320-400 
million from China, is to develop a series 
of technologies to capture, transport, store 
and monitor carbon dioxide, along with 
technologies for byproduct-stream cleanup 
and carbon dioxide enhanced oil recovery. 

Last year, the Center teamed up with 
Duke Energy to demonstrate an algae-

powered “photobioreactor” system at Duke’s 
East Bend Station in Northern Kentucky. 
That system, made from modified o f-the-
shelf components and assembled on-site 
by UK students and staff, was the result 
of a four-year project supported with $1.8 
million from the Kentucky Energy and 
Environment Cabinet. 

The photobioreactor is a closed system 
of transparent columns designed for 
growing algae efficiently with a smaller
footprint than would be possible with 
open ponds. The algae use solar-power 
(in the form of photosynthesis) to convert 
carbon dioxide gas from the power plant 
into carbon-fixing biomass (in the form
of more algae). The algae can then be 
harvested, dried, and pressed into sheets. 
The dried algae product has a number of 
potential uses, including as a feedstock 
for production of biodiesel fuel. 

Center for Clinical and 
Translational Science working 
to combat health problems
The health problems faced by the 
Commonwealth, the nation, and the 

Dr. Mark 
Evers, 
Director, 
Markey 
Cancer 
Center

Last year the CAER teamed up with Duke to 
demonstrate an algae-powered photobioreactor.

University of Kentucky 
Research Stats 
(Fiscal Year 2014)

 
•	 Grant	&	contract	awards	to	UK	totaled	

$259,268,545

•	 Federal	agencies	awarded	UK	 
$152.5 million

•	 UK	saw	a	23% increase in awards from 
National Institutes of Health (NIH). NIH 
grants totaled $91.1 million (60% of all 
federal awards to UK)

•	 UK	saw	a	13% increase in awards from 
the National Science Foundation (NSF). 
NSF grants totaled $16 million

•	 State	agencies	awarded	UK	$53.3 million

•	 Industry	awarded	UK	$18.6 million

UK Markey Cancer Center
800 Rose St.
University of Kentucky
Lexington, KY 40536
ukhealthcare.uky.edu/Markey
Director: Dr. Mark Evers

•	 85,537 visits to outpatient cancer clinics  
last year

•	 3,567 inpatient discharges last year

•	 29 percent increase in patient visits over the 
past five year

•	 15 new physicians recruited to Markey 
cancer treatment teams last year

•	 11 hospitals in the UK Markey Cancer 
Center Affiliate Networ

•	 528 scientific articles published by Markey
faculty last year

•	 $36,181,110 in cancer research funding

•	 1 NCI-Designated Cancer Center  
in Kentucky

UK’s Markey Cancer Center in 2013 received 
the National Institutes of Health’s coveted 
designation to receive NIH cancer research 
funding for the next fi e years.
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RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

world are increasingly complex and 
multidimensional. At UK, the Center for 
Clinical and Translational Science (CCTS) 
is a hub for interdisciplinary, collaborative 
research aimed at accelerating the 
translation of basic science discoveries to 
tangible improvements in public health. 
In 2011, CCTS received the largest 
biomedical research grant in UK’s history, 
a prestigious Clinical and Translational 
Science Award for $20 million from the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH). 

The mission of CCTS is to transform 
the landscape of clinical and translational 
research, connecting people, ideas, and 
discoveries not only from “bench to bedside” 
but also to communities. A key element of 
this mission is fostering innovative team 
science that breaks down traditional silos 
and integrates expertise along the continuum 
of clinical investigation and translational 
research. In this way, the CCTS works to 

strengthen the quality and efficiency o  
clinical translational research across UK’s 
campus and throughout the region. 

The CCTS provides infrastructure, 
funding, and support services for new 
clinical and translational research 
programs and offers an extensive toolbox 
of resources and programs to clinicians, 
researchers, trainees, and staff to enhance 
research and improve health and 
healthcare delivery. Through mentored 
research programs for junior faculty 
and professional and graduate students, 
the CCTS also supports development 
of the next generation of clinical and 
translational scientists required to sustain 
advances in translational research. 
And there’s a significant eturn on 
investment: A total of $2 million has 
been invested in CCTS pilot grants, 12 
of which subsequently received NIH 
awards that brought an additional $14 

million of research funding to UK. These 
investments not only enhance current 
research at UK, but also help to attract 
new, high-level expertise and funding 
mechanisms to our campus and state. 

Within UK’s role as the flagship
university in Kentucky, the CCTS has 
a specific focus on enhancing and
developing outreach pathways to 
confront chronic health issues in rural 
and underserved populations throughout 
the Commonwealth and the Appalachian 
region. This is accomplished by engaging 
the lay community in determining 
research priorities and direction and 
conducting research projects that build 
on the successful model of the Center of 
Excellence in Rural Health-Hazard and 
UK strength’s in practice-based research 
networks to engage the health provider 
community, and building partnerships 
within the community.

Attracting and educating 
STEM students
The University of Kentucky is laying 
the foundation for future research by 
attracting and educating more students 
in the STEM disciplines of science, 
technology, engineering and math. The 
university has secured major grants – all 
focusing on STEM.

UK will lead a multi-million-dollar 
initiative with universities in Kentucky 
and West Virginia to increase the number 
of underrepresented undergraduates 
studying in the STEM fields. The fiv
year, $2.5 million National Science 
Foundation grant establishes the 
Kentucky-West Virginia Louis Stokes 
Alliance	for	Minority	Participation	in	the	
STEM disciplines. The grant will fund 
initiatives at nine alliance institutions 
to increase diversity in the STEM fields.
Programs	will	be	developed	to	attract,	

In August 2013, UK dedicated two new 
residence halls – Central I and II – an academic 
village housing 601 beds in some of the most 
advanced living and learning space in the 
country. Many more academic villages are 
being built over the next few years on the UK 
campus. The construction of Central Hall I and 
II alone employed 430 direct employees and 
292 indirect workers, 75 percent of whom are 
Kentucky residents, representing $15.5 million in 
expenditures in Kentucky with nearly $400,000 
in sales taxes being generated for the state.

Construction of new residence halls (see 
below) already in the works are employing more 
than 2,300 people directly, creating another 
1,580 jobs and generating $2.24 million in 
Kentucky sales tax revenues. 

Champions Court I & II
$69.7 million
1,167 Beds
53 Active Learning Spaces
Opened August 2014

Woodland Glen I & II
$44.4 million
818 Beds
33 Active Learning Spaces
Opened August 2014

Haggin Hall
$23.8 million
396 Beds
15 Active Learning Spaces
Opened August 2014

Woodland Glen III, IV & V
$101.2 million
1,610 Beds
55 Active Learning Spaces
Opening August 2015

Limestone Park I & II
$83.9 million
1,141 Beds
25 Active Learning Spaces
Opening August 2016

Residence halls lead UK transformation

Central Hall I and II were dedicated in 2013.

Dr. David Powell teaches biomedical engineering. 
He works with UK’s CCTS.
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retain and graduate up to 500 students 
over the next five years

Meanwhile, the Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute has awarded UK a 
$1.9 million grant to improve retention 

of students in the STEM disciplines 
through a collection of initiatives 
dubbed “STEMCats.” UK is partnering 
on these initiatives with Bluegrass 
Community and Technical College. 
Although the need for STEM graduates 
is growing nationally, fewer than half of 
all students who enter college with the 
intention of majoring in a STEM fiel  
leave with a STEM degree. l

UK HealthCare 
by the numbers

 
•	 In	the	past	year,	UK	HealthCare	served	

more than 254,000 patients at UK Chandler 
Hospital, UK Good Samaritan Hospital, 
Kentucky Children’s Hospital, Kentucky 
Clinics and UK outreach clinics.

•	 UK	HealthCare	inpatient	discharges:	36,341

•	 Outpatient	visits:	1,212,436

•	 UK	HealthCare	revenue:	$1.1 billion  
this year

•	 UK	Emergency	Department	Cases: 
88,752 (2013)

•	 UK	HealthCare	FTEs:	10,515 (budgeted 
2015 including UK HealthCare staff, faculty, 
residents and Eastern State Hospital)

Coldstream Statistics
 

ASTeCC Campus Incubator
•	 18 companies, 13 faculty R&D labs
•	 42 graduate companies since 1994

 

Coldstream Research Campus
•	 66 organizations
•	 2,000 employees
•	 $58,000 average wage
•	 735 acres, including 225-acre city park
•	 21 buildings, 4 owned by UK
•	 1.37 million square feet of floor spac
•	 93% available space occupied

 

IP Development, Patents, Licenses
•	 84 disclosures in FY 2014
•	 23 patent applications filed in FY 201
•	 315 total active patents as of FY 2014
•	 30 new patents issued in FY 2014
•	 Strong	patent	portfolio	in	drug	development	

and drug design, plant biotech, equine 
health, and materials for medical implants, 
drug delivery systems and medical devices

•	 $3.3 million gross licensing revenue in FY 2014
•	 124 total active license agreements in FY 2014
•	 11 new license agreements, six of which 

were to UK start-up companies in FY 2014

The University of Kentucky Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory at the Coldstream Research Campus 
in north Lexington underwent at $28.5 million 
expansion in 2011 and handles one of the highest 
caseloads in the nation.
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BY KATHERAN WASSON

STRONG job growth along with 
typical retirements mean Kentucky 
expects 617,000 job vacancies 

for the decade ending in 2018, with 
nearly half those positions requiring 
postsecondary credentials. An educated 
and skilled workforce, already 
fundamental to state prosperity, will 
become even more essential as existing 
business and industry grow and the 
commonwealth continues to attract  
new operations.

However, the size and education level 
of the workforce in Lexington and the 
Bluegrass region give local executives and 
outside site selectors alike reason to smile.

Fayette County’s population is expected 
to grow by 40,000 from 2015 to 2025, 
according to the Kentucky State Data 
Center. And not only does the Bluegrass 
region’s workforce have strength in 
numbers, it is the state’s best educated. 
At 39.9 percent, Lexington-Fayette’s 
population 25 and older with a bachelor’s 
degree – or better – well exceeds the 
national average of 28.5 percent and nearly 
doubles the state average of 21.1 percent, 
according to U.S. Census data.

But competition in today’s world never 
ends, and the University of Kentucky is 
now two years into an aggressive new $1 
billion-plus building and growth campaign 
dedicated to improving the state’s education 
and workforce outlook. New classroom 
space and sports facilities along with nearly 
total replacement of aging student housing 
is burnishing UK’s growing reputation as a 
modern learning environment. 

Fall 2014 enrollment numbers 
showing UK enrolled its largest, most 
diverse and academically prepared first
year class ever reflect that this mission
is succeeding. Massive investments to 
revitalize the core campus indicate a 
“promise	made,	promise	kept,”	President	
Eli Capilouto said.

“This board (of trustees) understood 
the need to grow our enrollment 
thoughtfully and strategically, to find
new and innovative ways to invest in our 
students, faculty and staff, and to make 
tangible, concrete steps toward being 
one of the handful of premier residential 
public research campuses in America,” 
Capilouto said in a press release. “With 
this first-year class, and sur ounded 
by some $1 billion of self-financed
investment underway on our campus, 

we are making good on that plan and, in 
doing so, we are bucking national trends 
toward declining enrollment.”

The 2014 freshman class of 5,188 
students, up almost 11 percent from 4,684 
in fall 2013, is the third consecutive record 
class size, Capilouto said. Average ACT 
scores	and	high	school	GPAs	increased	also.	
UK has become a 30,000-student campus 
for the first time, and the school ecently 
added four new majors, a new masters 
program, three new minors and a new 
certificate p ogram.

Often using public-private partnerships, 
the university is building more than $363 
million in cutting-edge student housing, 
more than $140 million in science and 
business/economics classroom space, a 
$110 million expansion and renovation of 
Commonwealth Stadium, and is about to 
begin construction of a new $175 million 
student center to replace facilities originally 
built in 1938 and expanded in the 1960s 
and ’80s.

In summer 2014, UK alum and 
current trustee Carol Martin “Bill” Gatton 

BEST EDUCATED WORKFORCE

Educating Kentucky’s Next Generation
UK’s massive investment will enhance Greater Lexington’s nationally ranked workforce

Improved facilities house and support UK’s 
growing student enrollment.
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pledged $20 million, the largest gift in 
the school’s 150-year history, toward the 
student center project. That topped his 
previous $13 million gift to UK’s Gatton 
College of Business and Economics, 
which is now undergoing a $65 million 
renovation and expansion that is being 
paid for entirely by philanthropy. 

“You can’t get around on this 
campus right now without running into 
construction, and while that’s difficul  
to navigate, it’s wonderful to see because 
the investment being made in our 
university is going to lift it to the next 
level,” said Gov. Steve Beshear at the 
student center gift announcement event. 
“This building is part of a network 
of history here at UK, but as befits  
growing 21st century campus, this 
student center, just like the residence 
halls, needs to grow with the times.”

Construction on that project will start in 
2015 with completion expected in 2017.

The school broke ground on an 
80,000-s.f. $32 million facility to open 
in fall 2015 with new dining facilities 
and student support and academic 
enhancement areas. That building is part 
of a 15-year, $250 million partnership 
between UK and Aramark, a global leader 
in food services.

“With our Board of Trustees’ 
leadership and vision, we are 
continuing the revitalization of a 
campus that will have among the best, 

most technologically infused living 
and learning spaces in the country,” 
Capilouto said in a news release. “We are 
creating a campus more closely linked to 
a resurgent downtown that is becoming 
a destination place for our community. 
Together, we are a university city that 
grows best when we grow together – 
something we have committed to now 
and for the future.”

The 10 new state-of-the-art campus 
housing structures all will be completed 
and open by fall 2015. In addition to the 
impact on students, the buildings represent 
the largest public-private partnership for 
university housing in the nation and are 
driving economic growth in the region. 
And such investments will continue to 
boost the area’s educational accolades.

Above average and getting better
Lexington has long ranked among the 
nation’s top 15 cities for workforce 
educational attainment. But that doesn’t 
mean there isn’t room to improve – and 
it isn’t only about the traditional college 
degree path.

Scott Davis spent high school exploring 
his love of biology, but the next 13 years of 
his life took him far from the science lab. 
He worked in retail management, restaurant 
management – even a factory – before 
deciding to go back to school at 31.

“I didn’t like working those jobs, 
but I was never in a position to go back 
to school,” Davis said. “One day, I just 
realized that no matter how long I’m 
doing this, my life is never going to 
change, and it will be the same thing 
every single day until I get a degree.”

Davis enrolled at 
Bluegrass Community 
and Technical College in 
Lexington as a biology 
major. He earned an 
associate’s degree, 
transferred to the University 
of Kentucky for a bachelor’s 
degree and is now working toward a 
master’s. His goal is to teach biology at a 
community college.

Davis is one of thousands of 
Kentuckians to find the key to ca eer 
success through education.

Postsecondary	institutions	are	hard	
at work to ensure Lexington has the 
educated workforce it needs to meet the 
needs of business and industry at all 
levels as the city continues to grow.

Market for STEM skills 
is strong and growing
BCTC, which is in the process of shifting 
to a new campus north of downtown 
Lexington, is one of the 16 KCTCS 
colleges focused on helping people land 
high-wage, high-demand jobs through 
education.

“There are folks out there waiting 
tables who decide, ‘This isn’t enough for 
me,’ ” said Mark Manuel, vice president of 
Workforce and Institutional Development 
at BCTC. “It isn’t always about money, 
either. Sometimes, people are looking for 
a challenge or a change.”

BCTC also attracts many recent 
high school graduates. Some already 
have career goals in mind, and others 
don’t. Either way, college advisers share 
the latest information about the local 

The University of Kentucky is undergoing several 
years of major construction, resulting in more than 
$1 billion of infrastructure investment.

Scott Davis

20 Best Educated Ky Counties
Residents with bachelor’s degree or higher

RANK COUNTY PERCENT

1. Fayette 39.9%
2. Oldham 39.3%
3. Woodford 30.1%
4. Jefferson 29.8%
5. Boone 28.9%
6. Calloway 28.1%
7. Kenton 28.1%
8. Campbell and Warren 27.5%

10. Franklin and Jessamine 27.4%
12. Scott 27.0%
13. Madison 26.7%
14. Rowan 23.9%
15. Boyle 23.7%
16. Shelby 23.6%
17. McCracken 21.2%
18. Hardin 19.8%
19. Anderson 19.6%
20. Daviess 19.0%

Statewide 21.1%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012
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job market. After all, a degree is more 
valuable if it leads to a job – especially 
one that’s in-demand and comes with an 
above-average salary.

“There’s a plethora of those,” Manuel 
said. “Lexington is very blessed with a 
diverse economy – we have everything from 
automotive plants to companies developing 
smartphone apps. There are so many things 
you can go into, and a lot of them are driven 
by the STEM disciplines.”

In recent years, STEM has become a 
major buzzword in education; it stands 
for science, technology, engineering 
and math, and it’s becoming a big deal. 
One example of the growth of STEM 
careers in Lexington is the burgeoning 
biotechnology industry, sparked by the 
success	of	the	UK	College	of	Pharmacy,	
Manuel said. That means a boon for 
professionals at all educational levels.

Among the top five nationall , the 
pharmacy program has a strong research 
emphasis.

“They need doctorate level people and 
master’s level people, but there’s a huge 
demand for skilled technicians who can 
run experiments and know how to use 
lab equipment,” he said. “As we see new 
industries spring up, as a community 
college, we try to respond to those things 
as quickly as we can by working with other 
institutions around the country. We do 
what we can to support new industries.”

Still, Manuel said not enough students 
are interested in STEM.

According to the national STEM 
Coalition, jobs involving STEM skills are 
expected to grow 70 percent faster than the 
overall job market through 2018. Already in 

the current job market, while unemployed 
people outnumber job postings 3.6 to 
one overall, the situation is the opposite 
in STEM fields: Job postings outnumbe  
unemployed people 1.9-to-1.

Liz Mirsky is in the midst of applying 
to medical schools – 11 at last count – as 
she embarks on her senior year at the 
University of Kentucky. After graduating 
high school at 16 and completing her 
first two years of college at BCTC, she
transferred to UK to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in biology.

Mirsky has wanted to be a doctor 
since she was just 7 or 8, and for her 
choosing biology as her major was a 
natural fit. But she ealizes the decision 
to pursue a STEM discipline can be 
intimidating for many.

“Science and math are so broad,” she 
said. “You can find one thing (within a
field) to focus in on that you like, and as
long as you pick something you’re really 
interested in that will make it a lot easier.”

Davis, the nontraditional student, 
also encourages people to get involved 
in STEM fields. wo high school teachers 
inspired his love for biology, and he 
hopes to do the same someday with his 
future students.

Getting students to choose STEM 
programs and majors is only the 
beginning of the battle. Nationwide, 
fewer than half of all students who enter 
college with plans to major in a STEM 
field actually leave with a STEM deg ee.

In June 2014, UK and BCTC received a 
$1.9 million grant to improve retention of 
students in the STEM disciplines through a 

collection of initiatives dubbed “STEMCats.” 
The support program calls for five ke  
components: weeklong prep courses in 
math, biology, chemistry and physics; 
a STEM area within student housing; a 
freshman research course; a small-group 
summer research experience; and an 
improved introductory STEM curriculum.

UK is one of 37 research schools 
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
selected from among 170 competing 
institutions to receive a share of $60 
million in total funding. The five-year
awards, ranging from $1.2 to $2.4 
million, are intended to enable schools 
to focus on “significant and sustained
improvement in retaining students” in the 
STEM disciplines.

Apprenticeships sharpen 
classwork skills
KCTCS is working also to boost student 
success in high-tech fields th ough 
apprenticeship-style skills programs.

Students who enroll in the Advanced 
Manufacturing Technician program, the 
result of collaboration with Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing Kentucky in Georgetown, 
split their time between the classroom 
and the workplace, learning from the 
combination of cutting-edge curriculum 
and paid working experience. Students 
who complete the program earn an 

Top 20 Counties for Growth  
in the Next 10 years

 1. Spencer
 2. Scott
 3. Boone
 4. Oldham
 5. Shelby
 6. Jessamine
 7. Warren
 8. Bullitt
 9. Montgomery
 10. Madison
 11. Nelson
 12. Fayette
 13. Pulaski
 14. Trigg
 15. Garrard
 16. Allen
 17. Hardin
 18. Barren
 19. Anderson
 20. Laurel

Source: Kentucky State Data Center 
Population Projections for 2015-2025

The Gatton College of Business and Economics 
is in the midst of a $65 million expansion and 
renovation that is being paid for entirely by 
private donations and will allow a 40 percent 
growth in its enrollment.
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BEST EDUCATED WORKFORCE

associate’s degree, and though they aren’t 
guaranteed a job after graduation, many 
indeed do land them, said Larry Ferguson, 
vice chancellor of economic development 
and workforce solutions for KCTCS.

Skills offered at the system’s 16 schools 
depend on the local market – what works 
in Eastern Kentucky wouldn’t necessarily 
fit in estern Kentucky, Ferguson said. 
At Ashland Community and Technical 
College, for example, welding training is 
offered 24 hours a day because there’s such 
a demand.

That demand and others like it arise 
from two phenomena in particular, 
he said: Manufacturers are moving to 
more highly sophisticated production 
processes, and baby boomers are retiring, 
leaving holes in the workforce.

“This is a paradigm shift for a lot of 
folks, but the majority of jobs in the 
future are going to require a two-year 
degree or certification – not necessarily  
four-year degree,” Ferguson said. “In the 
past, a liberal arts degree could get you a 
job anywhere, but now employers need 
highly specialized workers, and they’re 
looking for more specialized training.”

Fourteen companies participate at 
the Advanced Manufacturing Center on 
Toyota’s property in Scott County. The 
program lets students take classes two 
days a week and work three days a week 
in the plant.

Local manufacturers involved in 
the AMT program include 3M, Link-
Belt,	Florida	Tile,	Hitachi,	and	TOPY,	

Manuel said. The program has been such 
a success that at least 10 other states 
have modeled programs after it, with 
consultation from KCTCS.

As part of Kentucky’s economic 
development incentive package to land 
the Lexus production at Toyota, BCTC 
is investing $24 million to create a new 
AMT training facility attached to TMMK.

“We do a very poor job of educating 
our children in what careers really exist 
and what they really look like,” Manuel 
said. “Work and learn programs like these 
give students a chance to see what the fiel  
is really like, and it gives the company a 
chance to see the students’ work habits.”

This consideration helped produce 
the Automotive Manufacturing Technical 
Education Curriculum, a multistate effort 

of community and technical colleges 
to train automotive technicians and 
engineers in advanced skills. KCTCS is 
the fiscal agent and lead partner of the
effort, funded by a $5.5 million National 
Science Foundation grant.

AMTEC is a hybrid program mixing 
online lectures and in-person labs for both 
students and current automotive workers.

“You get to apply what you’re 
learning,” Manuel said of programs such 
as AMT and AMTEC. “That makes a big 
difference when you can take it from 
paper to real life.”

Jumping the no-diploma hurdle
Aiming for college degrees is an important 
part of building an educated workforce, but 
17.6 percent of Kentuckians lacked a high 
school diploma or equivalent as of 2012, 
including 11.3 percent in Fayette County. 

Toyota’s Advanced Manufacturing Training program 
is based in Georgetown.

Career summer camps
All 16 of Kentucky’s community and technical 
colleges host free career camps over the 
summer to highlight technical opportunities 
in various sectors of manufacturing, utility 
and healthcare industries. The lieutenant 
governor’s office head up the initiative

BCTC’s weeklong camp gave 14 middle 
school students from Fayette County schools 
a chance to design and build their own 
skateboard using the expertise of BCTC’s 
machine tool technology faculty. Students also 
toured Toyota and heard from employees of 
Lexington manufacturers General Electric and 
I.B. Moore.

AMTEC is a hybrid program mixing online 
lectures and in-person labs for both students 
and current automotive workers.
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Asbury University
Location: Wilmore
Enrollment: 1,638
asbury.edu
Known for its Christian liberal arts programs, the 
university also has a growing personalized program 
for adults. The school sends media communication 
students to summer and winter Olympics.

Asbury Theological Seminary
Location: Wilmore
Enrollment: 1,507
asbury.seminary.edu
An interdenominational school in Wilmore with a 
Wesleyan heritage.

Berea College
Location: Berea
Enrollment: 1,616
berea.edu
Berea has free tuition, and also has gained 
attention for its old-fashioned “whole person” 
approach to instruction.

Bluegrass Community  
& Technical College 
Location: Lexington 
Enrollment: 12,367 
bluegrass.kctcs.edu
Bluegrass Community and Technical College 
(BCTC) is one of the fastest-growing two-year 
community and technical colleges in the state 
and is the largest member of the Kentucky 
Community and Technical College System.

Centre College 
Location: Danville 
Enrollment: 1,375 
centre.edu
Centre was recently ranked No. 10 among 
the nation’s liberal arts colleges for best 
undergraduate teaching by U.S. News & World 
Report and was ranked No. 45 overall among all 
national liberal arts colleges.

Eastern Kentucky University
Location: Richmond
Enrollment: 16,454
eku.edu
Eastern Kentucky University last year named 
its new president, Michael T. Benson, who has 
a vision for the campus that encompasses his 
commitment	to	what	he	called	the	three	P’s:	
people, places and programs.

Georgetown College
Location: Georgetown
Enrollment: 1,399
georgetowncollege.edu
Georgetown College, a Christian liberal arts 
college, provides meaningful opportunities for 

international study, including a partnership that 
allows students to study at Oxford University  
in England. 

ITT Technical Institute
Location: Lexington
Enrollment: 1,600
itt-tech.edu
The private career school campus is among more 
than 140 nationwide.

Kentucky State University
Location: Frankfort
Enrollment: 1,881
kysu.edu
Kentucky State University, building on its legacy 
of achievement as a historically black, liberal 
arts, 1890 land-grant university, affords access 
to and prepares a diverse student population of 
traditional and nontraditional students.

Midway College
Location: Midway
Enrollment: 1,362
midway.edu
As Kentucky’s only college for women and 
as a forerunner in coeducational adult 
accelerated learning, Midway College empowers 
undergraduate, graduate and professional 
students as leaders through a professionally-
oriented liberal arts education.

Morehead State University
Location: Morehead
Enrollment: 11,358
moreheadstate.edu
MSU boasts one of five space science p ograms 
in the country and is recognized by the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching as 
an Institution of Community Engagement, an 
honor given to fewer than 100 schools nationally.

National College 
Locations: Danville, Lexington, Richmond  
(other Kentucky locations include Florence, 
Louisville and Pikeville)
national-college.edu
National College has three Central Kentucky 
campuses that offer a range of degree and 
diploma programs in business, healthcare and 
computer technology.

Spencerian College
Location: Lexington and Louisville 
Enrollment: 1,458 
spencerian.edu
Founded in Louisville in 1892. Specializes in 
medical and technical programs in Lexington.

Sullivan University
Location: Lexington and Louisville 
Enrollment: 831/5,017
sullivan.edu
Sullivan University is Kentucky’s largest private 
college or university, offering higher education for 
people with higher goals.

Transylvania University
Location: Lexington
Enrollment: 1,100
transy.edu
As the 16th oldest college in the United States, 
Transylvania University is located in the heart of 
historic downtown Lexington and calls its students 
and	faculty	the	Pioneers.	The	school	is	a	consistently	
leading academic institution and boasts an 
impressive 90 percent acceptance rate of the students 
it recommends to medical schools and a 100 percent 
rate to law schools. Also, nearly 70 percent of Transy 
students study abroad. The school recently broke 
ground on a new $8 million athletics complex that 
will become home to women’s and men’s soccer, 
lacrosse, and track and field

University of Kentucky
Location: Lexington
Enrollment: 30,062
uky.edu
The state university system’s flagship school.
UK was a national land grant college founded in 
1865. Today it includes professional schools for 
medicine, law, dentistry and pharmacy, which 
ranks among the top five nationall , and dozens 
of degree and graduate school programs. UK has 
become a major research university.

A highly educated region

Berea College utilizes a “whole person’ 
approach to education.

Others finished high school or ea ned a 
GED and went right into the workforce 
without earning a postsecondary credential.

Accelerating Opportunity Kentucky 
is one program that’s working to ensure 
more region and state residents make 
the leap. The program aims to create a 
“gateway to college” for adults who lack 
a high school diploma or GED along 
with those who need remedial education, 
according to the program’s description. 

AOKY’s aim is to lead them to “jobs with 
family-sustaining wages.”

Kentucky was one of four states to receive 
a grant from Boston-based nonprofit Jobs fo  
the Future to replicate a Washington state 
program aimed at boosting literacy and job 
skills. The result is Advancing Opportunity 
Kentucky, now in its second year.

Team teaching is the program’s 
hallmark, said Harmony Little, the 
program’s coordinator. An adult 

education instructor reinforces basic 
skills while a technical instructor teaches 
topics such as welding and automotive 
technology. Outside class, students 
spend additional time with their adult-ed 
instructor to reinforce concepts relevant 
to the field they’ e studying.

AOKY puts students on a fast 
track into the workforce by “stacking 
certificates,” allowing them to ea n a GED 
and postsecondary credential at the same 
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time. The average student in the program 
is 30, Little said.

It also bypasses the need for remedial 
education such as the two or three semesters 
many KCTCS students must spend on 
courses that, Little said, don’t count toward 
a degree and still cost the student money.

“The entire purpose is to smash that 
all together,” Little said. “It not only saves 
them time and money, but it gets them 
into the workforce a lot quicker.”

KCTCS ties its offerings to local market 
data. At Bluegrass Community and 
Technical College, for example, students 
can study welding through the program. 

Statewide, welding is by far the most 
popular program, Little said. Other colleges 
offer things such as allied health, industrial 
maintenance and automotive technology.

“We aren’t doing anybody any favors if 
we offer them an auto tech certificate and
there aren’t any jobs to be had,” she said.

The program assigns a case manager 
to each student to make referrals to 
community services, such as child care 
and medical services.

The program was designed to get 
students an entry-level certificate and
then into the workplace quickly, but 
she said KCTCS officials a e finding that
participants take longer to get into jobs – 
but that’s actually a good thing.

“The majority of our [AOKY] students 
are opting to stay in college and continue 
their education,” Little said. “They’re staying 
to get additional certificates so they can ge  
an even better job with better pay. We’ve 
had some students tell us, ‘I’m doing this 

now so I don’t ever have to stand in the 
unemployment line again.’”

KCTCS and the 
Kentucky Skills Network
KCTCS is a member of the Kentucky 
Skills Network, a partnership among 
the state Cabinet for Economic 
Development, the Labor Cabinet and 
Kentucky Career Center. All 16 of 
Kentucky’s community and technical 
colleges have staff who work directly 
with business and industry, offering 
customized training, Ferguson said.

In 2013, the network trained nearly 
85,000 Kentuckians in five ta geted areas 
and provided pre-employment services 
to more than 95,000 people and 2,650 
Kentucky companies. Existing companies 
can receive a skills training program at 
half cost, while companies that bring new 
jobs to the state can benefit f om 100 
percent subsidized training.

State officials identified five indu y 
sectors in 2011 expected to be the prime 
areas for growth in Kentucky: automotive 
and aircraft; transportation, distribution 
and logistics; business services and 
research and development; healthcare 
and social assistance; and energy creation 
and transmission.

“We determined that for the future, 
it’s in those sectors that we are going to 
see the most significant g owth in high-
wage, high-demand jobs,” Ferguson said. 
“We try to stay ahead of the curve and 
anticipate what business and industry is 
going to need … most of the jobs of the 
future don’t even exist yet.”

BEST EDUCATED WORKFORCE

TOYOTA MOTOR 
MANUFACTURING KENTUCKY
1001 Cherry Blossom Way
Georgetown, Ky. 40324
(502) 868-2000
toyotageorgetown.com

More than 10 million 
vehicles have rolled off 
Toyota’s assembly lines 
in Georgetown, home of 
Toyota’s largest vehicle 
manufacturing plant in 
North America. Toyota 
provides jobs to more 
than 21,000 Kentuckians, 
including direct employment 
in Georgetown of more than 
7,000, with 750 jobs being 
added to support production of the Lexus ES, 
beginning fall 2015. 

The $5.9 billion Kentucky plant currently 
manufactures as many as 500,000 cars annually, 
including the Camry, America’s best-selling car, 
Camry Hybrid, Avalon, Avalon Hybrid and 
Venza. Four-cylinder and V-6 engines are also 
produced in Georgetown, with a current annual 
capacity of 600,000. Additionally, Toyota’s 
Kentucky plant has donated $46 million to 
nonprofits ac oss the state.

Wil James, 
President, 
Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing 
Kentucky, Inc.

Toyota’s North American Production Support Center training facility in Georgetown, Ky., 
serves Toyota plants in the United States, Canada and Mexico.

More than 85,000 participants in the Kentucky 
Skills Network have learned marketable skills in 
fi e targeted areas.
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Central Kentucky’s private universities continue to lead

WHILE bigger schools sometimes make 
all of the news, Central Kentucky’s 
smaller, private higher education 

institutions are a force to be reckoned with and 
are creating a highly educated population and 
workforce that is hard to beat. 

Centre College in Danville constantly receives 
accolades as one of the nation’s best liberal arts 
universities. It recently climbed to No. 45 in the 
nation among all National Liberal Arts Colleges, 
as ranked by the 2015 U.S. News & World Report 
“Best Colleges” guide. That’s a jump of four spots 
from last year. 

“We are fortunate to remain among the 
best of the best by every measure,” said John 
A. Roush, Centre’s president, “which is a credit 
to our faculty and staff, as well as our 195-year 
history focused on educating young people for 
meaningful work and service.”

In separate categories, Centre’s faculty were 
rated tops in the nation, with a  No. 10 ranking 
for best undergraduate teaching. Centre made 
a significant gain in the high school counselor
ranking, moving from #44 to #37 in the nation 
over a one-year period

Additionally, Forbes recently reviewed the 
nation’s top 650 schools and Centre landed a 
top-100 designation in the listing of “America’s 
Top Colleges.” 

According to the Forbes report, Centre 
students are receiving one of the nation’s best 
educational values. It cites the college as No. 
81 overall among the nearly 3,500 public and 
private colleges and universities in the U.S.

The accolades continue, as Princeton Review 
also honored Centre on the “Best 379 Colleges” 
list, an honor earned by just 15 percent of the 
approximately 2,500 colleges and universities 
considered for the ranking.

What	has	long	distinguished	Princeton	Review	
from other rankings is its reliance on student input. 
This process includes surveying a total of 130,000 
students at the top 379 colleges, or an average of 
nearly 350 per campus, and asking 80 questions 
about all aspects of campus life.

Less than 25 miles away in Wilmore, Asbury 
University is also gaining momentum. It was 
recently named the No. 1 Regional College 
(South) in the United States by U.S. News and 
World Report. 

This is the fourth-straight year Asbury has 
been ranked in the Top 5 in the South and 
Asbury is the only school in the state of Kentucky 
ranked in the Top 25 in any of the overall-
university ranking categories.

“This is really a testament to the hard work 
and dedication of our students, faculty and 
staff. They are all very mission focused and 
the reason we’re able to achieve this type of 
distinction,” said Dr. Sandra C. Gray, president 
of Asbury University. “Asbury has always been 
about community, and together we value the 
importance of a Christian education and the 
strong commitment to excellence that goes  
along with that to make a positive influenc   
in the world.” 

Asbury’s graduation rate is predicted higher 
than any other college or university in the 
rankings, is one of only four schools in the 
rankings with a freshman retention rate of 80 
percent or better and has more than 50 majors 
and more than 150 student organizations. The 
school boasts an impressive 13:1 faculty to 
student ratio. 

The university also recently launched a 
graduate program in digital storytelling, as  
part of its highly acclaimed communication  
arts program. 

In Lexington, Transylvania University also 
earned praise from U.S. News & World Report. It 
ranked 35th among U.S. liberal arts colleges for 
value	on	the	Great	Schools,	Great	Prices	list.	

This news comes on the heels of other recent 
acclaim for Transylvania, such as placing 10th 
in College Factual’s Best Colleges for the Money. 
This national ranking compared average cost to 
quality while factoring in how long it takes the 
average student to graduate.

“Students and parents want to make sure 
they are getting a great return on their college 
investment,” said Brad Goan, vice president for 
enrollment and dean of admissions. “Value is 
about cost, but value is also about outcomes. 
Is it worth it? At Transylvania, we can say with 
confidence that it is definitely worth it – tha
a Transylvania education continues to pay 
dividends over the course of a lifetime.”

Asbury’s media program is a popular major and 
includes an entire television studio.

Centre College climbed to No. 45 among  
all national liberal arts colleges in U.S. News
& World Report’s rankings.
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LEXINGTON and Central 
Kentucky boast a dynamic 
and always-growing 

business scene. It is home 
to dozens of national and 
international headquarters. 

•	 A	&	W	Restaurants
•	 Ale-8-One	Bottling	Co
•	 Allen	Co	Inc.
•	 Alliance	Coal	LLC
•	 Alltech	Inc.
•	 American	Association	 

of	Equine	Practitioners	♞
•	 American	Farriers	Association	♞
•	 American	Founders	Bancorp	Inc.
•	 American	Hackney	Horse	Society	♞
•	 American	Hanoverian	Society	♞ 

American Saddlebred  
Horse Association ♞

•	 American	Saddlebred	Museum	♞
•	 Apollo	Oil	LLC
•	 Appalachian	Regional	Healthcare
•	 ArchVision
•	 Asphalt	Institute
•	 Associations	International
•	 Association	of	Racing	

Commissioners International ♞
•	 Big	Ass	Fans
•	 Bluegrass	Hospitality	Association
•	 Breeders’	Cup	LTD	♞
•	 Brock-McVey	Co.,	Inc.
•	 Carriage	Association	of	America	♞

•	 Central	Bank	&	Trust	Co.
•	 Central	Kentucky	Riding	for	Hope	♞
•	 Certifie 	Horsemanship	

Association ♞

•	 CLARK	Material	 
Handling Company

•	 Contours	Express
•	 Corrisoft

•	 Council	of	State	Governments
•	 Delta	Natural	Gas	Company
•	 Denham-Blythe	Co,	Inc.
•	 Dupree	Mutual	Funds
•	 East	KY	Power	Cooperative
•	 Ecampus.com
•	 Equestrian	Events	Inc.	♞
•	 Equine	Land	 

Conservation Resource ♞
•	 Fazoli’s	Restaurant	Group	Inc.

HEADQUARTERS

An exceptional corporate location
Lexington and Central Kentucky are home to dozens of large businesses

Above: Mattress giant Tempur-Sealy is headquartered in Lexington’s Coldstream Park

Left: The Big Ass Fan Company is 
a world-renowned manufacturer 
of high-volume low-speed fans for 
industrial, agricultural, commercial 
and residential use.

Below: Link-Belt was founded in 
1880 and manufactures telescopic 
and lattice boom cranes.
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•	 Florida	Tile
•	 Friesian	Horse	Association	 

of North America ♞
•	 Gall’s	Inc.
•	 Gray	Construction
•	 Greer	Companies
•	 Hinkle	Contracting	 

Company LLC
•	 iHigh.com
•	 Intech	Contracting	LLC
•	 International	Spa	Association
•	 Investors	Heritage	 

Capital Corporation
•	 Irish	Draught	Horse	Society	 

of North America ♞
•	 Kaba	Mas
•	 Kentucky	Bancshares	Inc.
•	 Kentucky	Equine 

Education	Project	♞

•	 Kentucky	First	Federal	Bancorp
•	 Kentucky	Horse	Council,	Inc.	♞
•	 Kentucky	Horse	Park	 

Foundation ♞
•	 Kentucky	Horse	 

Racing Commission ♞
•	 Kentucky	Thoroughbred	

Association ♞

Above: Lexmark’s international 
headquarters are in Lexington. The 
company’s revenue for 2Q14 was 
nearly $900 million. 

Right: Fazoli’s Restaurant Group is 
headquartered near Lexington’s 
Hamburg area.

Valvoline, a division of Ashland 
Inc., provides specialty chemical 
solutions for consumer and 
industrial markets, and operates 
Valvoline Instant Oil Change.

Above: KET is Kentucky’s preeminent public media organization.

Right: Florida Tile moved its corporate headquarters to Lexington in 2012.
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•	 Kinetic	Technologies	LLC
•	 Laura’s	Lean	Beef	Company	LLC
•	 LBX	Co.	LLC
•	 Lexmark	International
•	 Link-Belt	Construction	 

Equipment Co.
•	 Lockmaster
•	 Mason	&	Hanger	Corp.
•	 Mountain	Enterprises	Inc.
•	 Nally	&	Gibson	Georgetown
•	 National	Horsemen	Benevolent	

and	Protective	Association	♞
•	 National	Thoroughbred	 

Racing Association ♞
•	 National	Tour	Association
•	 National	Walking	 

Horse Association ♞
•	 NetGain	Technologies	Inc.
•	 North	American	Riding	Academy	♞
•	 Paso	Fino	Horse	Association	♞
•	 Phi	Gamma	Delta
•	 Phoenix	Transportation	Services
•	 Photo	Science
•	 PlanGraphics	Inc.
•	 Point	Six	Inc.
•	 Prestress	Service	Industries	LLC
•	 R.	J.	Corman	Railroad	Group
•	 Racetrack	Chaplaincy	 

of America ♞

•	 Rhino	Resource	Partners	LP
•	 Rocky	Mountain	 

Horse Association ♞
•	 SIS	Holding	Company	Inc.
•	 Tempur	Sealy	International
•	 The	Forcht	Group
•	 The	Jockey	Club	♞
•	 The	Jockeys	Guild	♞
•	 The	Pyramid	Society	♞
•	 The	Race	for	Education
•	 Thomas	and	King,	Inc.
•	 Thoroughbred	Owners	and	

Breeders Association ♞
•	 Tower	Communication	Group
•	 Toyota	Tsusho	America	Inc.
•	 United	Professional	 

Horsemen’s Association ♞
•	 United	States	 

Dressage Federation ♞
•	 United	States	Equestrian	

Federation Inc. ♞
•	 United	States	Hunter	Jumper	

Association ♞
•	 United	States	Polo	Association	♞
•	 United	States	Pony	Clubs,	Inc.	♞
•	 Valvoline
•	 Webb	Companies	l

♞ Equine sector

HEADQUARTERS

Above: R.J. Corman Railroad Group, LLC is a privately held multimillion-
dollar railroad holding company with its corporate headquarters located in 
Nicholasville and employs thousands nationwide.

Left: The Council of State 
Governments, located near 
the Kentucky Horse Park in 
Lexington, is a nonpartisan, 
nonprofit o ganization in the 
United States serving state 
governments.

Below: Dupree Mutual 
Funds is centrally located in 
downtown Lexington.

Above: Netgain Technologies is a managed IT services and support company 
headquartered in Lexington with offices in � e other states.

Above: Located in Frankfort, Buffalo Trace Distillery solidified its standing as the 
world’s most award-winning distillery with honors from the 2013 International 
Wine & Spirits Competition this summer. Its Eagle Rare Single Barrel Bourbon 
won the fi st-ever Bourbon Trophy.
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Left: Alltech’s global headquarters are located 
in Jessamine County.

Left: Founded in 1917, the United States 
Equestrian Federation is the national governing 
body for equestrian sport. The federation trains, 
selects and funds the U.S. Equestrian Team. 
Members include competitors, leisure riders, 
coaches, fans and enthusiasts.

Below: Founded in 1960, Gray Construction is 
a top-ranked design-build contracting company 
headquartered in Lexington.
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BY ESTHER MARR

HORSES continue to be a major 
driving force in Central Kentucky’s 
economy. This year, Lexington-

based Keeneland, a world-renowned 
Thoroughbred racetrack and auction 
company, announced some exciting changes 
that will undoubtedly have a huge impact 
on the future of Kentucky’s equine industry.

For the first time in the 30-year
history of the Breeders’ Cup World 
Championships, the prestigious 
Thoroughbred racing series will take 
place amidst Keeneland’s iconic setting.

The two-day 
international competition, 
which includes 13 grade 
I races that carry $26 
million in purses, is 
slated to be staged at the 
Lexington oval Oct. 30-
31, 2015, after being held 

for three consecutive years at Santa Anita 
Park	in	California.

“Keeneland feels a very close 
connection with the Breeders’ Cup,” 
Keeneland	President	and	CEO	Bill	
Thomason said. “We’re in the heart of 
the Thoroughbred breeding industry, 
and so many of the past Breeders’ Cup 
champions and horses that have run in 
the Breeders’ Cup have ties to Central 
Kentucky horse farms that surround us 
within 20-30 miles.”

Thomason added that 77 Breeders’ 
Cup-winning horses had also been sold 
at one of Keeneland’s annual public 
auctions, which today attract a growing 
foreign-buyer presence.

“We feel a special attachment to the 
quality of racing and experience the Breeders’ 
Cup has always provided,” Thomason said. 
“We’re excited about merging our common 
goals for enhancing live racing and the 
experience of our patrons, and growing 
the Breeders’ Cup as a brand and the 
Thoroughbred industry as a sport.”

Breeders’ Cup officials expect daily
crowd numbers of 40,000 to 50,000 for 
the 2015 edition at Keeneland. They plan 
to offer 21,000 reserved seats and will 
also sell general admission tickets.

Some of those general admission seats 
will have views of the track and some will 
not. The track plans to erect 7,000 luxury 
box seats and other temporary seating to 
increase capacity. The additions will be 
located along the west end of the track, as 
well as in the parking lot of the far turn.

Lexington could see a significant
economic impact from hosting the 
international event.

According to the Courier-Journal, a 
University of Louisville study found the 
Breeders’ Cup provided $53.3 million in 
revenue across the region when it was 
staged at Churchill Downs in 2010.

The event could also provide a major 
boost to Keeneland’s and Fasig-Tipton’s 
November breeding stock sales, which 
closely follow the Breeders’ Cup. 

Keeneland also announced this summer 
it will host a month-long festival to kick 
off the Breeders’ Cup. Vince Gabbert, vice 

president and chief operating officer fo  
the Keeneland Association, told county 
officials f om across the state the festival will 
involve concerts, hospitality tents and other 
entertainment still in the planning stages.

Keeneland reinstalls dirt track
Keeneland has also recently replaced its 
synthetic main track with dirt, a move 
many believe was designed toward 
attracting the Breeders’ Cup.

EQUINE

New excitement for a historic industry
Thoroughbred events and international competitions spur Bluegrass economy

For the fi st time in the 30-year 
history of the Breeders’ Cup 
World Championships, the 
prestigious thoroughbred racing 
series will take place amidst 
Keeneland’s iconic setting.

Keeneland has also recently replaced its synthetic 
main track with dirt.

Ke
en

el
an

d 
ph

ot
o

Keeneland photo

KEENELAND
4201 Versailles Road
Lexington, KY 40510
(859) 254-3412
keeneland.com

Keeneland plays an 
important role in both 
Thoroughbred racing and 
breeding. As the world’s 
largest Thoroughbred auction 
house, Keeneland attracts 
buyers from nearly every U.S. 
state and some 50 countries to its four annual 
horse sales. Its race meetings in April and 
October feature some of the most important 
stakes in North America. On Oct. 4, 2014, the 
Shadwell Turf Mile (G1) will become the first
million-dollar race in track history. On Oct. 
30-31, 2015, Keeneland for the first time will
host the Breeders’ Cup World Championships, 
Thoroughbred racing’s year-end championship. 

Keeneland is a National Historic Landmark, 
and its beautiful grounds are open to the 
public every day. Visitors can browse the 
Keeneland Gift Shop and visit the Keeneland 
Library, one of the world’s largest repositories of 
Thoroughbred-related information.

Bill Thomason, 
President 
and CEO, 
Keeneland
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Construction on the new track was 
completed at the end of August and 
reopened for training Sept. 1, 2014.

Keeneland, along with a team of 
experts who consulted with Dr. Mick 
Peterson,	executive	director	of	the	Racing	
Surfaces Testing Laboratory, worked for 
more than a year to conduct testing on 
materials, water drainage systems and 
racetrack design for the new surface.

The surface material is a blend of 
approximately 19,000 tons of sand, 
silt and clay native to Kentucky. It will 
be installed in three 2-inch layers to 
complete the six inches of racing surface.

The track renovation began May 19 
with workers removing 16,000 tons 
of	Polytrack	to	reach	a	layer	of	porous	
asphalt that covers the existing vertical 
drainage system. A new drainage system 
has been completed along the inside and 
outside rails, creating a unique system 
that will work in tandem with one 
created during a 2006 renovation.

Under the entire inside rail and along 
the outer rail through the straights and 
chutes, interlocking EcoRain drainage 
cells filled with pea gravel we e stacked 
horizontally and covered by a flexible
porous paving material made from 
recycled tires. This system, the first to be
used at a race track, is designed to collect 
and discharge water into the existing 
drainage system and away from the track.

Keeneland to install 
instant racing parlor
In other major Keeneland news, the 
Lexington track will become the third 

horse racing facility in Kentucky to offer 
historical wagering machines called 
Instant Racing.

Keeneland plans to build a 61,000-
s.f. event center to house the 600 new 
wagering machines, which have the 
same look and feel as traditional slot 
machines, but allow fans to wager 
electronically on previously run horse 
races. The facility, which will also house 
the track’s simulcast wagering and 
dining area, was originally scheduled to 
open in July 2015.

But the Lexington Board of Adjustment 
announced July 25 it had granted a 60-

Keeneland converted its revered Thoroughbred 
main racetrack oval back to dirt in mid-2014 after 
eight years as a synthetic Polytrack surface. The 
new surface rests atop a multistage high-efficiency
drainage system.
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day postponement for its application for a 
special permit to build the facility. 

“We may be pushing back our timeline 
considerably (for Instant Racing),” 
Keeneland spokesman Vince Gabbert told 
the Herald Leader, adding that the track 
did not want the grounds to be under 
construction when it hosts the 2015 
Breeders’ Cup. “We want to do things 
right. We are still in the planning stages 
on Instant Racing in terms of both the 
product and the facility.”

Gabbert previously said he expects the 
Instant Racing machines to handle about 
$1 million a day. He said the track’s new 
entertainment facility was designed to attract 
new fans and provide revenue to invest in 
purse money for horsemen and programs 
that enhance the horse business and the 
Central Kentucky community. Instant 
Racing machines have already been installed 
at Kentucky Downs near the Tennessee 
border	and	Ellis	Park	in	Henderson,	Ky.

Fasig-Tipton, KEEP 
announce partnership
The Thoroughbred auction company Fasig-
Tipton is partnering with the Kentucky 
Equine	Education	Project	(KEEP)	to	sponsor	
its equine activities funding program 
throughout the state in 2014.

KEEP’s	Grassroots	Funding	Program	
promotes the importance of the equine 
industry through the funding of various 
equine-related activities throughout 
Kentucky. Over the past 10 years, the 
program has contributed more than 
$600,000 to nearly 900 local horse 

shows, 4-H clubs, Future Farmers of 
America, therapeutic riding, trail riding 
and equine education organizations.

As	part	of	the	outreach,	KEEP’s	board	of	
directors will continue to provide grants for 
2014 through Fasig-Tipton’s sponsorship.

“The Kentucky Equine Education 
Project	and	Fasig-Tipton’s	partnership	
is an exciting endeavor for both,” Cara 
Stewart,	KEEP	Grassroots	director	said.	
“Fasig-Tipton is able to give back to the 
equine industry on a grassroots level. 
KEEP	will	be	able	to	utilize	this	support	
in	our	Grassroots	Program	giving	back	to	
local horse shows, youth programs, trail 
rides and educational programs.

KEEP	encourages	Kentucky	affiliat 	
clubs and 4-H horse groups to submit 
grant requests. For more information 
about the program and to submit an 
application, visit horseswork.com or 
contact Cara Stewart at cstewart@
horseswork.com.

Churchill Downs reports favorable
Kentucky Derby numbers
Favorable weather and a well-matched 
field contributed to the 164,906 fans
turning up for the 140th running of the 
$2	million	Kentucky	Derby	Presented	by	
Yum! Brands (gr. I) at Churchill Downs in 
Louisville on May 3, 2014. The second-
highest crowd in Derby history witnessed 
the exciting victory of Steve Coburn and 
Perry	Martin’s	success	story	California	
Chrome in the Run for the Roses.

Fasig-Tipton
Thoroughbred, Standardbred sales
fasigtipton.com

Festival of the Horse
Parades, entertainment
Georgetown
festivalofthehorse.org

Keeneland
Thoroughbred racing, sales
keeneland.com

Keeneland Library
Collection of racing archives
keeneland.com

Lexington Junior League  
Charity Horse Show
Historic Saddlebred event
lexjrleague.com

The Red Mile
Harness racing
Lexington
theredmile.com

Secretariat Festival
Celebrates legendary Thoroughbred
Paris
secretariat.com

EDUCATION

Asbury College Equine Studies
Wilmore
asbury.edu

EQUINE

Facilities at the Kentucky Horse Park host dressage 
competition from introductory to grand prix level.

Reining is a Western cowboy-style equestrian 
event requiring high levels of skill and coordination 
between rider and horse.
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Georgetown College Equine  
Scholars Program
Georgetown
georgetowncollege.edu/equinescholars

Kentucky Equine Management 
Internship Program
kemi.org

Kentucky Horseshoeing School
Richmond
kentuckyhorseshoeingschool.com

Midway College Equine Studies
Midway
midway.edu/academic-programs/equine

North American Racing Academy
Equine workforce education
nara.kctcs.edu

The Race for Education
College scholarships
raceforeducation.org/scholarships

University of Kentucky  
Ag Equine Programs
www2.ca.uky.edu/equine/

EQUINE RESCUE & ADOPTION

Kentucky Equine Humane Center
Nicholasville
kyehc.org

RESEARCH

Maxwell H. Gluck  
Equine Research Center
University of Kentucky
www2.ca.uky.edu/gluck/

VETERINARY CLINICS

Hagyard Equine Medical Institute
hagyard.com

Lexington Equine Surgery  
& Sports Medicine

Park Equine Hospital
parkequinehospital.com

Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital
roodandriddle.com

Woodford Equine Hospital
Versailles
woodfordequine.com l

Rolex Stadium at the Kentucky Horse Park has a 
406- by 306-foot show ring. Its 7,338 permanent 
seats can be expanded with temporary bleachers 
to accommodate 30,000 spectators.
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TOYOTA Camrys, 
a slew of bourbon 
manufacturers, Tiffany 

jewelry,	Post-it	notes,	Alltech	
animal feed and Carhartt 
work clothing are just a few 
of the name brand products 
manufactured in Central 
Kentucky and known around 
the United States and the 
world. Of course, the region 
is home to some of the world’s 
most famous Thoroughbred 
breeding farms and is globally 
recognized for the production 
of racehorses.

These manufacturers are 
located in Lexington unless 
otherwise indicated.

3M
Post-it products, Scotch Tape
Cynthiana – mmm.com

Ale-8-One Bottling Co.
Soft drinks
Winchester – ale-8-one.com

Alltech Inc.
Natural animal feed additives
Nicholasville – alltech.com

Alltech’s Lexington Brewing 
and Distilling Co.
Beer
kentuckyale.com

ASC
Convertible tops
ascglobal.com

Audio Authority
Media switches
audioauthority.com

Barrel House Distillery
Moonshine, rum, vodka
barrelhousedistillery.com

Big Ass Solutions
Industrial ceiling fans
bigassfans.com

Buffalo Trace Distillery
Bourbon
Frankfort – buffalotrace.com

Bulleit Distilling Co.
Bourbon
Lawrenceburg – bulleitbourbon.com

Carhartt Inc.
Work clothing
Irvine – carhartt.com

Caterpillar Inc.
Tractor components
Danville – cat.com

Ceradyne
Ceramic inserts for bullet proof vests
ceradyne.com

Clark Material Handling Co.
Forklifts
clarkmhc.com

Corning Display Technologies
Glass processes & products technology 
Harrodsburg – corning.com

Country Boy Brewing
Craft beer
countryboybrewing.com

Florida Tile Inc.
Porcelain & ceramic tile
Lawrenceburg – flo idatile.com

Four Roses Distillery
Bourbon
Lawrenceburg – fourroses.us

Denyo Manufacturing Corp.
High-output diesel generators
Danville – 
denyo.co.jp/eng/group.dmc.html

GE Lighting LLC
Automotive headlights, specialty lamps 
ge.com

Georgia-Pacifi
Dixie Cup cups & plates
gp.com

Highbridge Spring Water
Bottled water
Wilmore – highbridgesprings.com

Hobart
Commercial dishwashing equipment
Danville – hobartcorp.com

International Paper
Corrugated boxes
internationalpaper.com

Jim Beam Brands
Bourbon
Frankfort – jimbeam.com

J.M. Smucker Co.
Jif peanut butter
jif.com

Johnson Controls Inc.
Automotive foam pads
jci.com

Kaba Mas LLC
High-security locking solutions
kaba-mas.com

Kinetic Technologies
Animal, human supplements
kinetictech.com

Laura’s Lean Beef
Natural beef products
laurasleanbeef.com

Lectrodryer
Liquid dryers
Richmond – lectrodryer.com

Link-Belt Construction 
Equipment Co.
Telescopic & lattice boom cranes
linkbelt.com

Lockheed Martin
Military operations logistics support
lockheedmartin.com

Lore Brewing Co.
Craft beer
Danville – lorebrew.com

Lucas Equine Equipment
Equine stall components, 
farm entrance gates 
Cynthiana – lucasequine.com

Mingua Beef Jerky
Paris – minguabeefjerky.com

Nacco Materials  
Handling Group
Lift trucks
Berea – nmhg.com

Neogen Corp.
Food & animal safety products
neogen.com

Old Kentucky Candies
oldkycandy.com

Osram Sylvania
Fluorescent/tungsten halogen lamps
Versailles/Winchester – sylvania.com

Parker Seal
Engineered o-rings
parker.com

Pittsburgh Glass Works
Windshields
Berea – pgwglass.com

MADE IN THE BLUEGRASS

National brands are built here
Manufacturers in the region create products known around the world

For the fi st time, a Lexus vehicle will be produced in the United States when 
the Lexus ES 350 will begin assembly at Toyota Manufacturing, Kentucky in 2015.

Left: Woodford Reserve is produced in Versailles.

Above: Webasto Roof systems Inc. is a global market leader for entire convertible 
and roof systems. 
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Q-Lighting Inc.
Commercial lighting solutions
q-lighting.com

Quillin Leather & Tack
Equine halters & equipment
Paris – quillin.com

Rebecca Ruth Candy Factory
Frankfort – rebeccaruth.com

Red River Hardwoods
Hardwood dimension lumber
Clay City – redriverhardwoods.com

Red Wing Shoe Co.
Work boots
Danville – redwingshoes.com

RockTenn
Paperboard folding boxes
Nicholasville – rocktenn.com

Rocky Top Log  
Furniture & Railing 
Log furniture & railing
Lancaster – rockytoplogfurniture.com

Rogers Windows
Windows
rogerswindows.com

Ruggles Sign Co.
Commercial signage
Versailles – rugglessign.com

Sargent & Greenleaf
Security locks
Nicholasville – sargentandgreenleaf.com

Schneider Electric
Square D electrical safety switches
squared.com

Sharp’s Candies
Lexington – sharpscandies.com

Sherwin-Williams 
Automotive Finishes Corp.
Automotive coatings/finishe
Richmond – sherwin-automotive.com

Tiffany & Co.
Luxury jewelry
tiffany.com

Tokico Inc.
Brake & suspension systems
Berea – tokicousa.com

Toyota Motor  
Manufacturing, Kentucky
Automobiles, engines
Georgetown – toyotageorgetown.com

Trane Commercial Systems
Air systems
trane.com

Trim Masters Inc.
Automotive interior trim
Nicholasville/Harrodsburg –  
trimmasters.com

Unicomp
Keyboards
pckeyboard.com 

US IOL Inc.
Intraocular lenses
usiol.com

Vermont Castings Group
Fireplaces, wood-burning stoves
Paris – vermontcastings.com

Wausau Paper
Paper towels & tissues
Harrodsburg – wausaupaper.com

Webasto Roof Systems Inc.
Automotive sunroofs
webasto.com/us

Weisenberger Mills
Baking products
Midway – weisenberger.com

West Sixth Brewing Co.
Craft beer
westsixth.com

Wild Turkey Distillery
Bourbon
Lawrenceburg – wildturkeybourbon.com

Woodford Reserve Distillery
Bourbon
Versailles – woodfordreserve.com l

Above: Laura’s Lean Beef does 
not contain growth hormones or 
antibiotics.

Right: Bourbon Barrel Ale is one of 
the successful products produced 
by Alltech’s Lexington Brewing and 
Distilling Co.

Kaba Mas produces high-security 
locking solutions.
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BY ROBERT HADLEY

CENTRAL Kentucky’s economic 
outlook numbers present overall 
sunny prospects for the financial

services sector, which according to FDIC 
data includes 33 institutions with $8.6 
billion in local deposits. Job growth and 
export activity are big contributors while 
housing is still trying to build sustainable 
momentum.

A portfolio of local, community and 
regional banks is supplemented by the 
strong presences of several major national 
institutions	such	as	JP	Morgan	Chase,	
PNC,	Fifth	Third	and	US	Bank.

The good news is that statewide 
unemployment this year has dropped 
from 8.4 percent in July 2013 to 7.4 
percent for the same month this year, 
according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. (http://www.bls.gov/news.
release/laus.t03.htm)

The better news is that for Lexington, 
the city in the center of Kentucky’s 
Bluegrass region, employment number 
tell a story of economic strength.

“Lexington’s labor 
market has consistently 
outperformed the nation, 
Kentucky and the nearby 
metro average because 
of an expansion in 
the leisure/hospitality, 
professional/business 
services and construction 
industries,” said Tom 
Partridge,	president	and	CEO	of	Fifth	
Third Bank, Kentucky.

“This has helped contribute to 
Lexington being one of three regions in the 
surrounding area (including neighboring 
states) to have an unemployment rate 
below the nation’s average,” he said.

The less favorable news is that, since 
Kentucky is usually late to the game 
whether there’s a boom or bust cycle 
nationwide, it may be too soon to tell 
how the rest of the year will shape up.

Charles Vice, commissioner of 
Kentucky’s Department of Financial 
Institutions (KDFI), described the delayed-
echo effect of the commonwealth’s economy 
relative to national trends.

“It has a lot to do with the way our 
institutions and entities are managed,” 

Vice said. “Typically, when the U.S. enters 
a recession or a tough economic period, 
Kentucky enters the same 
thing but as a much slower 
pace. Industries aren’t hurt 
as bad.

“But then coming out 
of it as you (have) a boom 
period or some growth in 
the U.S. economy, Kentucky 
starts to grow but at a slower 
pace,” he said.

To help businesses cope 
with slow post-recession 
growth, the KDFI participates with the 
Cabinet for Economic Development (CED) 
in a program that routes federal funds to 
banks in Central Kentucky and elsewhere in 
the state to lend to companies still in various 
stages of recovery from the 2008 recession.

You read that right: the recession that 
was (technically) over in 2009 is still 
having impact today.

To counteract slow growth, the KDFI 
and CED are participating in the Kentucky 
Small Business Credit Initiative (KSBCI).

In last year’s Market Review of Central 
Kentucky, Vice said the program would 
receive $15 million in federal funds through 
2017. Those funds are distributed through 
area banks that are approved to participate 

in the loan program by the KDFI – approval 
is based on a bank’s financial condition

Thinkkentucky.com, the CED’s website, 
lists three ways the program works to help 
banks provide recovery funds to borrowers: 

•	Kentucky	Capital	Access	Program
•	Kentucky	Loan	Participation	Program
•	Kentucky	Collateral	Support	Program
Financial sector insiders know them as 

KYCAP,	KYLPP	and	KYCSP,	respectively.	
Each program uses the funds to underwrite 
or otherwise incentivize loans to qualifie  
businesses. For full descriptions, visit 
thinkkentucky.com/smallbizlending.

Loans through these Small Business 
Credit Initiative programs can include 
startup capital, equipment purchasing, 
acquisitions and expansions, inventory 
financing and other purposes. Eligible
borrowers can have a maximum of up to 
500 employees.

ThinkKentucky.com listed 12 Fayette 
County banks as participants in the 
KSBCI, including Fifth Third, Central 
Bank and Republic Bank. In Franklin 
County, eight banks were listed, including 
MainSource, Capital Ventures Corp. and 
Community Trust.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Lexington’s employment outpaces nation
Growing workforce and strong jobs numbers boost local economic performance 

Downtown Lexington is home to a thriving 
financial secto . 

Tom Partridge,
President/CEO,
Fifth Third 
Bank, Kentucky

Charles Vice,
Commissioner, 
Kentucky 
Department 
of Financial 
Institutions
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Housing growth stalls, 
mirroring nation
According	to	the	S&P/Case-Shiller	home	
price report released Aug. 26, growth in 
housing prices nationwide has stalled. In 
June 2014, the national index saw just 
a 6.2 percent gain versus 2013. The 10- 
and 20-city composite indices saw only 
an 8.1 percent annual gain nationally.

To put these numbers in perspective, 

consider that housing prices nationwide 
had been improving at a rate of nearly 
11 percent at the beginning of 2014 after 
having appreciated in 2013 for the first
time since 2007.

Partridge	acknowledged	the	
“challenges and opportunities” facing the 
housing industry in the commonwealth.

“The housing sector in the entire state 
of Kentucky still has not recovered to levels 

in 2007,” he said. “Home prices are steadily 
decreasing and construction employment is 
4 percent lower (than) last year.”

Strength in Lexington may be due in 
part to expansion by the University of 
Kentucky,	Partridge	said.

“Lexington’s residential housing 
market has a bright future as its 
population expands and home-
foreclosure inventory depletes,” he 

CENTRAL BANK  
& TRUST CO.
300 West Vine St.
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 253-6222 or (800) 
637-6884
centralbank.com

Central Bank provides the 
benefits of community bank
service with the advantages 
of a broad range of banking, 
investment, insurance, 
mortgage and wealth 
management products.

The Bank has built a network of 26 
convenient offices in Central and Northe n 
Kentucky and Louisville to serve customers in 
person, at ATMs, online and by mobile device. 
And, with assets exceeding $2.1 billion, it is the 
second largest bank chartered in Kentucky.

In 2013 Central Bank was voted as one of 
the Best Banks to Work for in America by the 
American Banker.

Luther 
Deaton, Jr.
Chairman, 
President & 
CEO
Central Bank

Central Bank has more than 
26 offices in Cent al and 
Northern Kentucky and 
Louisville and is the official bank 
of the University of Kentucky.
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continued. “Housing supply has 
been stagnant due to the scarcity of 
construction labor and tighter credit.”

Accounting services in demand
In February, The Lane Report magazine 
reported	that	Kentucky	CPA	firm 	were	
expecting an uptick in business of about 
8 percent for accounting services this 
year, based partly on growth in investing 
and mergers. Advances in technology are 

allowing some firms t  
outsource some accounting 
functions to firms

A driver for growth 
among accounting firm  
has proven to be exports, an 
unexpected turn of events 
given Kentucky’s land-
locked	status.	Penny	Gold,	
president of the Kentucky 
Society	of	CPAs,	cited	the	

FINANCIAL SERVICES

COMMUNITY TRUST 
BANCORP, INC.
346 N. Mayo Trail
P.O. Box 2947
Pikeville, KY 41502-2947
(606) 432-1414
ctbi.com

Community Trust Bancorp, 
Inc., the largest bank 
holding company domiciled 
in Kentucky, operates 
with two subsidiaries, 
Community Trust Bank, 
Inc. and Community Trust 
and Investment Co. CTBI 
provides competitive products and services 
with a “community banking” level of service.

Community Trust Bancorp, Inc. currently 
has 71 banking locations across eastern, 
northeastern, central and south central 
Kentucky, six banking locations in southern 
West Virginia, four banking locations in 
Tennessee, four trust offices ac oss Kentucky, 
and one trust office in ennessee. As of June 
30, 2014 Community Trust Bancorp, Inc. has 
assets of $3.7 billion and employs more than 
1,000 individuals. Community Trust Bancorp, 
Inc. is traded on the NASDAQ stock market 
under the symbol “CTBI.”

Jean R. Hale
Chairman, 
President 
and CEO
Community 
Trust Bancorp, 
Inc.

Community Trust Bank has offices across Kentuck , 
West Virginia and Tennessee and employs more 
than 1,000 people.

Penny Gold,
President, 
Kentucky 
Society  
of CPAS
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sale of (Jim) Beam Inc., parent of major 
bourbon brands Jim Beam and Maker’s 
Mark, to a Japanese firm as an example o  
the state’s viability as an exporter.

“Kentucky’s best economic opportunities 
may be found beyond our shores,” Gold 
told The Lane Report in February. “We are 
now the second-largest exporting state in 

the United States. International investment 
in Kentucky will play an important part in 
Kentucky’s economic growth.”

While exporting may be a little-known 
growth area, healthcare is usually at the 
top of most lists of economic drivers. 
Unfortunately, the industry is under 
pressure to adopt analytics technology 
while keeping costs low.

“Our outlook for 2014 for this 
segment is not optimistic, with continued 
pressure to lower operating costs and 
manage regulatory changes and payment 
reductions,” observed C. Michael Stigler, 
director-in-charge for Blue & Co. LLC’s 
Kentucky market. “In addition, the 
movement to high-deductible insurance 
products has had the effect of consumers 
avoiding treatment or diagnosis. 

Central Bank & Trust Co.
centralbank.com

Central Kentucky Federal Savings Bank
centralkyfsb.com

Century Bank of Kentucky Inc.
centurybankky.com

Chase Bank
chase.com

Citizens Guaranty Bank
mycgb.com

Citizens Commerce National Bank
citizenscommerce.com

Community Trust Bank inc.
ctbi.com

Cumberland Valley National  
Bank & Trust Co.
cvnb.com

Deposit Bank of Carlisle
depositbank.net

Farmers Bank & Capital Trust Co.
farmersbankky.com

Farmers National Bank
fnbky.com

Farmers National Bank Corp.
fnbcynthiana.com

KENTUCKY BANK
399 Main Street
Paris, KY 40361
(800) 467-1939
kybank.com

Kentucky Bank calls 10 
counties home – Bourbon, 
Clark, Elliott, Fayette, 
Harrison, Jessamine, Madison, 
Rowan, Scott, and Woodford 
– with 15 branches located in 
those markets. 

In 2013, we were again 
named	one	of	the	Best	Places	
to Work in Kentucky, as 
well as being named by the American Banker 
Magazine as one of the top 200 community 
banks in the country. We are very proud of 
these designations because they reflect well on
our people who are so committed to delivering 
the best, not only in a wide array of products, 
but also in services. Our goal as a publicly 
traded community bank is to ensure we are 
focused on helping our customers reach their 
financial goals.

Louis Prichard
President and 
CEO
Kentucky 
Bank &
Kentucky 
Bancshares, Inc. 

HILLIARD LYONS
500 West Jefferson Street, 
Suite 700
Louisville, KY 40202
(502) 588-8673

Founded in 1854 and 
operating over 70 offices
in 12 Midwestern and 
Southeastern states, Hilliard 
Lyons (www.hilliard.
com) focuses on creating, 
preserving, and distributing 
its clients’ wealth. We 
specialize in planning issues that include 
retirement, business succession, trusts and 
estates, and education funding. We are proud 
to have been named to several states’ “Best 
Places	to	Work”	for	many	years.

James Allen, 
President, 
Chairman 
and CEO,
Hilliard Lyons
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Fifth Third Bank
53.com

First Federal Bank
ffbankky.com

First Southern National Bank
fsnb.net

First State Financial
fi ststatefinancial.ne

Forcht Bank
forchtbank.com

Guardian Savings Bank
guardiansavingsbank.com

Kentucky Bank
kybank.com

Madison Bank
madisonbankky.com

Mainsource Bank
mainsourcebank.com

PBI Bank
pbibank.com

Peoples Exchange Bank
pebank.com

PNC
pnc.com

Republic Bank & Trust Co.
republicbank.com

Town & Country Bank and Trust Co.
mytcbt.com

Traditional Bank
traditionalbank.com

United Bank & Trust Co.
unitedbankky.com

US Bank
usbank.com

Whitaker Bank
whitakerbank.com

CREDIT UNIONS

Commonwealth Credit Union
ccuky.org

Greater Kentucky Credit Union
gtkycu.com

Health and Education  
Federal Credit Union
thefcu.com

Kentucky Employees Credit Union
kecu.org

Federal Credit Union
kuefcu.com

Lexington Postal Credit Union
lexpcu.com

Members Heritage Federal Credit Union
membersheritage.org

Metro Employees Credit Union
metroemployeescu.org

Park Community Federal Credit Union
parkfcu.org

University of Kentucky  
Federal Credit Union
ukfcu.org

ACCOUNTING FIRMS

Baldwin CPAs PLLC
Richmond
baldwincpas.com

Barr Anderson Roberts PSC
Lexington
barcpa.com

Blue & Co LLC
Lexington – blueandco.com

Crowe Horwath LLP
Lexington
crowehorwath.com

Dean Dorton Ford PSC
Lexington
ddfky.com

Donald & Co. PSC
Lexington
donaldandco.com

Dulworth, Breeding & Karns LLP
Lexington
dbkcpa.com

Duncan, Smith & Stilz PSC
Lexington
dssky.com

Fister,Williams & Oberlander PLLC
Lexington
fwpllc.com

Hisle & Company
Lexington
hisle-cpa.com

Miller, Mayer, Sullivan & Stevens LLP
Lexington
mmssllp.com

Mountjoy Chilton Medley
Lexington
mcmcpa.com

Potter & Company
Lexington
gotopotter.com

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Lexington
pwc.com

Radwan, Brown and Co. PSC
Lexington
radwanbrown.com

Ray, Foley, Hensley & Company PLLC
Lexington
rfhco.com l

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Forcht Bank has over $1 billion in assets and 30 
banking centers in 12 Kentucky counties. It is part 
of the Forcht Group headquartered in Lexington.

Kentucky Bank was named one of the Best Places 
to Work in Kentucky in 2013.
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BY FRANK GOAD

LAWYERS and judges belong to one 
of the oldest professions and, like 
any other, it must adapt to changes 

in society and technology. While those 
changes are almost always gradual and 
pertain to the law itself, the past few years 
have brought abundant changes to the 
region’s legal infrastructure, and they are 
making the court systems better and help 
provide speedier legal proceedings. 

And these changes are challenging 
Central Kentucky lawyers and firms

For	example,	Philadelphia	legal	
consulting firm Altman eil Inc. annually 
surveys lawyers and firms ac oss the United 
States to understand the legal industry. In 
last year’s report it said, “It has probably 
never been more challenging to lead a law 
firm than it is in 2013. The su vey also 
found 95.6 percent of attorneys now believe 
that increase price competition for legal 
services is a permanent change vs. only  
42.4 percent in 2009.  

All those interviewed said they were still 
recovering in some form and continually 
looking at ways to cut costs, improve 
efficiency and do better at client etention 
and satisfaction; they’re also trying to avoid 
the erosion of their profits   

Smaller firms feel  
the electronic squeeze
None of the local bar associations track 
the number of lawyers in a solo or small 
practice who close their doors and find
work with large firms or leave the law
entirely. Some of those interviewed 
expressed concern that solo and small 
practices are slowly disappearing because 
of the changing nature of law. 

Ask members of that group what they 
see and responses vary, but many sound 
the same: There is more pressure on 
small firms no , and a major reason is 
the advancing complexity of getting ready 
for a trial due to the move toward an all-
electronic court system.

The Lexington staff roster of the 
U.S. District Court’s Eastern District 
of Kentucky today includes an 
“Administration & Automation” section 
(vs. merely “Administration” in the 
past) with the positions of Director of 
Information	Technology,	a	PC	Systems	
Administrator and a Courtroom 
Technology Specialist; lower courts 
increasingly have similar listings.

While technology may help with 
trial presentation, it means gathering 
evidence requires a continually widening 
net and the growing effort to manage 
it. “E-Discovery,” or the gathering of 
electronic information, means combing 
through instant messages (texts), email, 
voicemail, e-calendars, graphics, web 

activity, social media, and the information 
on computers, tablets and phones. The 
Federal	Rules	of	Civil	Procedure	now	
allow for all of the above and more to be 
examined during the discovery process. 
This is a time- and labor-intensive activity 
that is increasingly crucial to litigation 
as our devices and the Internet become 
more enmeshed in our lives. 

Larger firms often have the sta f 
members, tools and experience to handle 
this, or they have contractors to do it.  

This slow, steady march has taken 
place for some time, yet the state has often 
been out front. For instance, Kentucky 
was the first state in the count y to go to 
electronic trial recording, which took the 
place of court reporters. In 2013 the Fayette 
Commonwealth Attorney’s office equired 
that all documents be filed elect onically.

Getting with the program
Fayette Circuit Court Clerk Vince Riggs 
said that more technology is on the way. 

“The state’s goal is by the end of 2015 
to have all Kentucky courts on the e-filing
system. Fayette County will start August 
11 of 2014,” Riggs said. 

Some states have had e-filing systems
for about eight years.

“Alabama is one of the states we’re 

LEGAL SERVICES

Technology improves legal system
The region’s legal infrastructure is being upgraded on all levels

The Fayette County federal courthouse is located 
on Barr Street in Lexington next to the circuit 
court at the courthouse complex. 

McBRAYER McGINNIS  
LESLIE & KIRKLAND, PLLC 
201 E. Main Street, Suite 900 
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 231-8780
mmlk.com

McBrayer McGinnis Leslie 
&	Kirkland,	PLLC	is	a	
leading law firm with office
in Lexington, Louisville, 
Frankfort and Greenup, 
Kentucky and Washington, 
D.C. For 50 years the firm
has counseled Kentucky’s 
leading and growing 
companies in every industry 
as they navigate a complex 
and ever-changing legal 
landscape. With more than 50 attorneys 
McBrayer is experienced and knowledgeable 
in multiple areas of the law, and specializes in 
business & corporate law, litigation, real estate 
development and health care.

The firm is Kentuckys exclusive 
representative in the State Capital Global 
Law Firm Group, an international network of 
respected law firms in each U.S. State Capital
and more than 60 foreign countries.

James H. 
Frazier III, 
Managing 
Member, 
McBrayer 
McGinnis 
Leslie & 
Kirkland, PLLC
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modeling after, along with some other,” 
he said. “Kentucky is ahead of the game 
and our computer system is ahead of 
most states. E-filing is the next step in th  
technology generation with regard to the 
court systems.” 

Electrons to the rescue
When the Fayette County Circuit 
courthouse flooded in October 2013, Rigg  
recounted, the building was a mess – a 
leak started on the third floor and cause  
damage on all floors – but its busines  
continued due to the electronic systems. 

“It ruined a lot of files and it cost
thousands to reproduce them. When 
the court goes all electronic, paper files
will go away,” he said. “That means if the 
courthouse caught fi e, we can access the 
documents from just about anywhere, 
continue doing the court’s business and 
avoid spending that money. After the 
flood, we moved to the district court
building and operated there for many 
weeks and we never closed one day.” 

Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP
bgdlegal.com

Boehl Stopher & Graves LLP
bsg-law.com

Bowles Rice McDavid Graff & Love LLP
bowlesrice.com

Delcotto Law Group PLLC
dlgfi m.com

Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
dinslaw.com

Fogle Keller Purdy PLLC
fkplaw.com/

Fowler Measle & Bell PLLC
fowlerlaw.com

Frost Brown Todd LLC
frostbrowntodd.com

Gess Mattingly & Atchison PSC
gmalaw.com

Golden & Walters PLLC
goldenandwalters.com

Harris Federal Law Firm
harrisfederal.com

Jackson Kelly PLLC
jacksonkelly.com

Kinkead & Stilz PLLC
ksattorneys.com

Landrum & Shouse LLP
landrumshouse.com

McBrayer, McGinnis,  
Leslie & Kirkland PLLC
mmlk.com

Miller, Griffin & M rks PSC
horselaw.com

Morgan & Pottinger PSC
morganandpottinger.com

Steptoe & Johnson PLLC
steptoe-johnson.com

Stites & Harbison PLLC
stites.com

Stoll Keenon Ogden PLLC
skofi m.com

Sturgill, Turner, Barker & Moloney PLLC
sturgillturner.com

Ward, Hocker & Thornton PLLC
whtlaw.com

Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs LLP
wyattfi m.com l

LEGAL SERVICES

BINGHAM 
GREENEBAUM  
DOLL LLP
300 West Vine Street, 
Suite 1100 
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 231-8500
bgdlegal.com

Bingham Greenebaum Doll 
LLP	is	a	full-service	law	fir 	
providing progressive business, 
litigation and government services to clients 
ranging from Fortune 500 businesses and Global 
1000 companies to regionally based organizations 
across a variety of industries and sectors. Our 
attorneys counsel clients on diverse business 
challenges and serve as close advisors, backed by a 
far-reaching range of legal services. With locations 
in Kentucky, Indiana and Ohio, our 250 attorneys 
are dedicated to building the economic future of 
Kentucky and of the region.

Brian Johnson, 
Managing 
Partner

STITES & HARBISON, PLLC
250 W. Main Street, Suite 2300
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 226-2300
stites.com

Stites & Harbison is a full-
service law firm known fo  
managing sophisticated 
transactions, challenging 
litigation and complex 
regulatory matters on 
a daily basis. The fir  
represents a broad spectrum 
of both national and 
international clients including 
multinational corporations, financial institutions  
pharmaceutical companies, manufacturing 
entities, health care organizations, private 
companies, nonprofit o ganizations, family-
owned businesses and individuals.

Our approach to representing clients 
is straightforward. We make every effort to 
thoroughly understand each client’s business 
and legal objectives in order to provide 
exceptional value, outstanding client service, 
and innovative strategies and solutions.

Stites & Harbison maintains offices in
Kentucky, Indiana, Tennessee, Georgia and 
Virginia.

Gregory P. 
Parsons, Office
Executive 
Member/
Partner, Stites 
& Harbison

UK Law School shines
The current legal employment picture is slowly brightening but isn’t rosy. Despite gains over the past 
few years, in April of this year, the American Bar Association reported a somewhat bleak job market 
for the 2013 class. On the positive side for this region, the University of Kentucky ranked 16th out of 
201 U.S. law schools for post-graduate employment. 

According to the ABA study, 74.4 percent of Kentucky graduates found full-time, long-term 
employment after passing the bar exam. That put UK one notch above number 17 Yale’s and put UK 
only 3.8 percentage points away from Vanderbilt at No. 12. 

This sounds good for the Bluegrass region and UK, but must remember that these are full-
time, long-term jobs with Bar exam passage. These figu es also mean that at UK alone, 25 percent 
of graduates – one in four – still are not employed in the practice of law. The overall average 
employment percentage of the 46,776 graduates in 2013 from the 201 U.S. law schools is 57 percent, 
up only 0.8 points from 2012. 

“The market is very tough for young lawyers since ‘08, and there is a lot of competition for jobs,” 
said former District Judge and current executive director of the Fayette County Bar Association Sheila 
Issac. “Many have gone to small firms or started their own practice because the big firms have cu
back quite a bit on their hiring.  

“As to an obvious reason why the market is like this, there seems to be a variety of reasons; the 
economy, changes in our market and, when people go to school here, they want stay and practice 
here, so maybe we are somewhat saturated.”

An unusual aspect is that some firms now have th ee generations of a family practicing together; 
it’s reported that there are even U.S. firms with four generations. Those inte viewed all agreed that this 
is good for clients.

UK Law School grads enjoy high employment ratings

SCHOOL EMPLOYMENT 
RANK*

EMPLOYMENT 
PERCENTAGE 

2013**

EMPLOYMENT 
PERCENTAGE 

2012**

CHANGE 
2012-2013

Columbia University 1 88.3 85.3 3.0%
Harvard University 7 84.9 84.6 0.4%
Vanderbilt University 12 78.2 71.4 6.7%
University of Kentucky 16 74.4 74.1 0.3%
Yale University 17 74.4 77 -2.6%
University of Tennessee 48 65.3 65.2 -0.1%
University of Louisville 49 64.8 66.9 -2.1%
University of Cincinnati 49 64.8 66.9 0.8%
Northern Kentucky University 172 38,8 43.8 -5.0%
 
*American Bar Association data released April 10, 2014 in its 2013 Law Graduate Employment Data, an 
annual report.
**The percentage of all graduates having successfully started a career in the practice of law.
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BY JOSH SHEPHERD

KENTUCKY’S major health care 
systems are continuing to construct 
new facilities and expand the 

medical campuses of their major tertiary 
care hospitals to meet the rising demand 
for the full range of health care services 
within the Commonwealth.

Within the last decade, over $1 billion 
has been spent on major healthcare facility 
projects across Kentucky, including: 

• The $700 million construction of 
the new University of Kentucky Chandler 
Medical Center

• Norton Healthcare’s conversion 
of Suburban Hospital in Louisville into 
Norton Women’s Hospital and Kosair 
Children’s Hospital 

• The massive new $380 million 
Owensboro Health regional hospital in 
Daviess County

• The strategic merger of the Saint 
Joseph Healthcare System with Jewish 
Hospital and St. Mary’s Healthcare and 
the University of Louisville Hospital to 
form KentuckyOne Health, all under well 
financed umb ella of Catholic Health 
Initiatives of Denver. 

• The merger of Saint Elizabeth 
Health Care with Saint Luke’s to form the 
largest healthcare system in the Greater 
Cincinnati area.

Baptist Health Lexington (BHLex), 
formerly known as Central Baptist 
Hospital and one of the anchor facilities 
for the Baptist Health system in 
Kentucky, has reached the halfway point 
in a massive $200 million expansion 
project of its primary medical campus in 
downtown Lexington. 

Karen Hill, Baptist Health Lexington’s 
chief operating officer and chief nursing
office , said the project is on schedule for 
completion by October 2015. If all goes 
according to plan, the entire expanded 
facility should be occupied and fully 
operational by January 2016.

Before the Baptist Health announced 
the current expansion project, there 
was wide speculation the organization 
would begin construction of a new 
facility on 131 acres of property it owns 
on Lexington’s east end Hamburg area 
adjoining Interstate 75.

“We [Baptist Health] 
decided that the right 
thing to do is re-invest 
in our existing medical 
campus,” Hill said. Baptist 
Health Lexington has 
always been a regional 
referral center for patients 
across Kentucky, she 
said. With increasing 
demand for a full range of 
advanced medical services 
and technology, the system’s leadership 
felt expanding the primary campus was 
the best use of its current resources.

One of the key features of the project 
is that all Baptist Health Lexington 
patient rooms will be private after  
rooms are added on floors tw   

through six along with other new and 
expanded services. 

“Research shows that the most 
important factor to patient recovery is 

MEDICAL SERVICES

Meeting the region’s healthcare needs
Major construction addresses area’s rising demand for care services

The University of Kentucky Chandler Medical 
Center will cost approximately $700 million  
when build out of all floo s is complete.

KENTUCKYONE HEALTH
1 Saint Joseph Dr. 
Lexington, KY 40504 
kentuckyonehealth.org

KentuckyOne Health was 
formed when two major 
Kentucky health care 
organizations came together 
in early 2012. KentuckyOne 
Health combines the Jewish 
and Catholic heritages of 
the two former systems 
– Jewish Hospital & St. 
Mary’s HealthCare and Saint 
Joseph Health System. In 
late 2012, the organization 
formed a partnership with 
the University of Louisville 
Hospital | James Graham Brown Cancer Center.  
The nonprofit system is committed to imp oving 
the health of Kentuckians by integrating 
medical research, education, technology and 
health care services wherever patients receive 
care. KentuckyOne Health has more than 200 
locations including hospitals, physician groups, 
clinics, primary care centers, specialty institutes 
and home health agencies across the state of 
Kentucky and southern Indiana.

Ruth Brinkley, 
President 
and CEO, 
KentuckyOne 
Health

Karen HIll,
Chief 
Operating 
Office , 
Baptist Health 
Lexington

Eastern State Hospital, the second oldest psychiatric 
hospital in the United States, moved into a new 
$129 million facility on the UK Coldstream Research 
campus in 2013. The full-service 239-bed, 300,000-s.f. 
hospital is managed by UK HealthCare and serves 
80 Kentucky counties.
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MEDICAL SERVICES

to have loved ones nearby,” she said. 
“We want to encourage more family 
involvement in patient recovery.” 

Going with all private rooms means 
the elimination of rigid “visiting hours” 
rules and the difficulties that can esult 
from shared spaces. With all private 
rooms, loved ones can remain with their 
family members anytime day or night.

There are practical reasons for the 
change also. Private rooms cut down on 
the incidence of community-acquired and 
antibiotic-resistant infections, Hill said.

The third and fourth floors will featu e 
a new labor hall, an antepartum area for 
high-risk moms and a new postpartum 
area. The fifth floor will be split betwee
a neonatal intensive care unit and a 
women’s surgical unit. The sixth floor will
be used for medical-oncology patients 
and short-stay cardiac patients. The 
seventh floor will be eserved for private 
medical offices

In addition to the new space, Baptist 
Health Lexington will convert their older 
intensive care unit into a state-of-the-art 
critical care unit.

The construction project may be 
one of the last completed in the current 
decade-long building cycle for healthcare 
facilities, but will not be the last. 

“We have to think about how 
healthcare will be delivered 10 years from 
now,” Hill said.

  
BOURBON COUNTY – PARIS

Bourbon Community Hospital
bourbonhospital.com

BOYLE COUNTY – DANVILLE

Ephraim McDowell Regional  
Medical Center
emhealth.org

CLARK COUNTY – WINCHESTER

Clark Regional Medical Center
clarkregional.org

ESTILL COUNTY – IRVINE

Marcum & Wallace Memorial Hospital
marcumandwallace.org

FAYETTE COUNTY – LEXINGTON

Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital
cardinalhill.org

Central Baptist Hospital
centralbap.com

Eastern State Hospital
bluegrass.org

Lexington VA Medical Center  
Cooper Division & Leestown Division
lexington.va.gov

Saint Joseph East
SaintJosephEastKY.org

Saint Joseph Hospital
SaintJosephHospitalKY.org

Shriners Hospital for Children
shrinershq.org/Hospitals/Lexington

University of Kentucky  
Albert B. Chandler Hospital
ukhealthcare.uky.edu

UK Healthcare 
Good Samaritan Hospital
ukhealthcare.uky.edu/goodsamaritan/

The Women’s Hospital  
at Saint Joseph East
TheWomensHospitalKY.org

FRANKLIN COUNTY – FRANKFORT

Frankfort Regional Medical Center
frankfortregional.com

HARRISON COUNTY – CYNTHIANA

Harrison Memorial Hospital
harrisonmemhosp.com

JESSAMINE COUNTY – NICHOLASVILLE

Saint Joseph Jessamine
SaintJosephJessamine.org

LINCOLN COUNTY – STANFORD

Ephraim McDowell Fort Logan Hospital
emhealth.org/index.php/locations/fortlogan

MADISON COUNTY – BEREA

Saint Joseph Berea
SaintJosephBerea.org

MADISON COUNTY – RICHMOND

Pattie A. Clay Regional Medical Center
pattieaclay.org

MERCER COUNTY – HARRODSBURG

James B. Haggin Memorial Hospital
hagginhosp.org

NICHOLAS COUNTY – CARLISLE

Nicholas County Hospital
johnsonmathers.org

SCOTT COUNTY – GEORGETOWN

Georgetown Community Hospital
georgetowncommunityhospital.com

WOODFORD COUNTY –VERSAILLES

Bluegrass Community Hospital
bluegrasscommunityhospital.com l

Medical school enrollment grows with need

OPPONENTS of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act warned that the act would 
magnify the nation’s physician shortage by discouraging students from pursuing a medical 
degree. In one sense, their prediction is true: There is a growing physician shortage in 

Kentucky and the United States. 
But it has nothing to do with the healthcare law, said Dr. Charles Griffith, senior associate dean for

medical education at the University of Kentucky College of Medicine. 
In fact, Griffith said the e are more students in medical schools now than ever before. The problem is 

that there are not enough medical residency positions in the country to handle the rising number of qualifie  
physicians. Medical school applications at UK have risen over the decade. They were increasing long before 
there was any talk of the ACA, Griffith said, and they have continu d to grow since its passage in 2009. 

“In the last two years, we have had approximately 2,500 applications to fill only 136 open spots in
our medical school. That is up from just about 1,000 applications four years ago,” Griffith eported.

The UK College of Medicine expanded its admissions from 100 to 118 students two years ago. The 
classes of 2013 and 2014 each admitted 136 students. UK’s increases are reflective of a national t end, 
Griffith said. The e are also new osteopathic medical programs opening throughout the country.

“UK is having no trouble at all recruiting excellent students to our medical program. Our only 
regret is choosing (a limited number) from among such a talented pool of applicants,” Griffith said

But the problem is that the growth in medical students is not accompanied by a corresponding growth in 
available residency positions at every level of primary care and specialty. Most medical residency positions are 
funded through Medicare, and this has been so since the 1970s. The rationale at the time was that teaching 
hospitals served a disproportionate share of elderly patients and other Medicare recipients. 

Things have changed significantly in 40 years, but not so in esidency program funding. Those 
numbers are almost the same as they were four decades ago, he said.

UK and other teaching hospitals self-fund a few residency positions but not nearly at the numbers 
that will be needed soon.In 2014, there are enough residency positions nationwide for all U.S. medical 
school graduates, he said. But if the nation continues on its present course, there will be more graduates 
than there will be available residency positions in less than a decade.

CLARK REGIONAL 
MEDICAL CENTER
175 Hospital Dr.
Winchester, KY 40391
(859) 745-3500
clarkregional.org

Clark Regional Medical Center 
is part of LifePoint Hospitals, 
a leading hospital company 
based in Brentwood, Tenn., 
that focuses on providing 
quality healthcare services 
close to home.  Clark Regional, which has 
served residents of East-Central Kentucky since 
1917, operates a 79-bed hospital in Winchester, 
rural health clinics in Powell and Montgomery 
Counties and is fully accredited by The Joint 
Commission. In total, the hospital has more 
than 150 physicians, 400 employees and 100 
volunteers on staff.

In March 2012, Clark Regional completed its 
$60 million facility complete with state-of-the-
art technology. In 2014, it will complete a $1.4 
million expansion of the Medical Plaza which will 
house the new Clark Clinic Oncology and Center 
for Infusion Services. 

Cherie Sibley,
CEO
Clark Regional 
Medical Center
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BY ABBY LAUB

LEXINGTON residents and businesses 
that operate in the Central Kentucky 
city know the area is great for living, 

working and playing.
Statistics released this fall by NerdWallet 

Finance blog and published by The 
Huffington Post scaled cities for the bes  
quality of life and put Lexington at No. 7, 
confirming what people who live he e and 
do business here already know – it is a great 
place to be, and businesses of all sizes reap 
the benefit of that. In addition, in 201  
Forbes Magazine ranked Lexington as No. 7 
on its list of Best Midsize Cities for Jobs. 

Lexington’s combination of outstanding 
housing options, historic buildings, a 
revitalized and thriving downtown, business 
parks, equine heritage, schools, highly 
educated professionals, high-tech companies 
and support from local officials make th  
climate of Lexington and Central Kentucky 
ideal for businesses of all shapes and sizes. 

There is a robust file of all the usua  
business support service businesses 
for traditional ventures, but there is a 
growing underpinning as well for those 
looking to build innovative operations.

Randall Stevens, founder and owner 
of multiple successful start-ups, said 
businesses have a great combination of 
factors to work with in their ventures. 

“For businesses thinking about 
moving to Kentucky (Central Kentucky 
in particular) I think the overall quality of 
life is probably the biggest asset we have,” 
he said. “I’ve always described it as an 
‘easy place to live.’ We have most of the 
upside and little of the downside. Maybe 
it’s the perfect combination of beauty, 
size, knowledge, attitude and spirit.”

Stevens founded ArchVision, the 
industry leader in the development of 
photorealistic image-based computer 
graphics content. He has several other 
software businesses and also spends a 
lot of time working with businesspeople, 
students and other start-ups. 

He said businesses have a good base 
of support for entrepreneurial activity. 
Although it can always be improved and 
the culture of the state is relatively risk-
averse, entrepreneurs are gaining ground 
and seeing positive outcomes, especially 
in the technology and information fields

“I think the overall lower amount of 
capital it now takes to start a software/
information-driven business, coupled 
with the capable people (maybe pent-
up demand?) in the region, is the likely 
cause for the growth,” Stevens said. “The 
downturn in the economy over the past 
six years has also likely generated a lot of 
‘accidental entrepreneurs’ out of necessity.”

Assets equal attractive 
business climate
Accidental or not, Central Kentucky 
and the commonwealth as a whole are 
gaining ground in the entrepreneurial 
world. Kentucky was ranked fourth on 
the top states for entrepreneurship activity 
for 2013 based upon data from the U.S. 
Census, U.S. Patent and Trademark Offic  
and the Bureau of Economic Analysis in 
the U.S. Department of Commerce. That 
independent assessment came in a study 
authored by University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
economics faculty who looked at net growth 
in business establishments, per capita 
growth, business formation rate, number of 
patents per thousand residents, and average 
income for non-farm proprietors.

This is reflective of the climate in Centra  
Kentucky. Not only are new companies 
being launched here, others are moving 
here, thanks in part to incentives from the 
state. The area is becoming a highly sought-
after high-tech scene.  

Some of the area’s mainstays and their 
success are proof that business is better 
in the Bluegrass. With more than 1,300 
clients all over the nation, Lexington-
based SIS provides technology and 
managed IT solutions to its clients. Its 
services are more important than ever, 
said CEO Steve Sigg, because companies 
who want to maintain a competitive 
edge must stay up-to-date on new 
technologies.

“The complexity of dealing with 
security, mobile devices, ‘Big Data’ and 
the opportunity to leverage ‘the cloud’ has 
placed a burden relative to the availability 
of skills to effectively take advantage of 
these advanced service offerings,” Sigg 
said. “The business services solutions that 
are being provided by service providers 
are addressing the complexities and skill 
requirements to deal with these relatively 
new technologies.”

While it provides solutions for other 
businesses, SIS is a stellar organization 
in its own right. Voted the No. 1 best 
workplace in Kentucky, Sigg credits the 
company’s empowerment of the people 
to build the culture that meets today’s 
lifestyle and family needs.

BUSINESS SERVICES

A great place to live and work
Lexington and Central Kentucky score high in quality of life rankings.

The always-growing Hamburg Place in Lexington 
is a booming example of business, residential and 
entertainment sectors coming together beautifully 
to fuel a thriving economy.
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“We have tried to build a culture that is 
very entrepreneurial and collaborative for 
our people to grow their professional skills,” 
he said. 

The company’s traditional values – 
taking care of its employees and putting 
family first – go a long way in a high-tech
world, Sigg said. He believes Central 
Kentucky is “much more high-tech 
than most people would realize. We are 
surrounded by a university system that is 
producing knowledgeable workers.”

He added, “For the size of the 
community that we are, it is amazing the 
entrepreneurial accomplishments that are 
emerging in our community.”

Because of this, SIS and other similar 
companies are able to make a lot of local 
hires for very complicated services.

The unique business and education 
climate in the area also attracts some 
unique services like Space Tango Inc. 
of Lexington. Launched by Kentucky 
Space LLC, an eight-year-old operation 
that serves the International Space 
Station Space and builds microsatellites 
for an international clientele, Tango is 
the nation’s first business accelerator
specifically for space enterprises
and entrepreneurs. With the global 
marketplace posed for significant g owth 

and opportunity, Space Tango will help 
fund this advancement and innovation. 

On a more local level, Awesome Inc. 
in downtown Lexington continues to help 
create and grow high tech startups in Central 
Kentucky. In London, Kentucky Highlands 
Investment Corp. has for more than 45 years 
stimulated growth and created employment 
opportunities in Southeastern Kentucky. 

Minorities also receive attention thanks 
in part to Commerce Lexington’s Minority 
Business Accelerator to support development 
of minority business enterprises and to 
strengthen and expand the regional minority 
entrepreneurial community. 

At Eastern Kentucky University 
in Richmond, the Kentucky Small 
Business Development Center is helping 
entrepreneurs’ dreams of owning a small 
business come true.  

These are just a small glimpse of the 
many solutions available to businesses 
in Central Kentucky during a period of 
strong business growth across the state.  

Whether companies choose to move 
their operations to the region or expand 
an existing facility, a wide range of 
professionals are available to assist them – 
and their employees – in maximizing the 
advantages of the region using modern, 
efficient strategies.

BURDINE SECURITY 
GROUP, INC.
1408 West Main Street 
Lexington, KY 40511 
(859) 254-2084 
burdinesecuritygroup.com

Burdine Security Group is one of 
Kentucky’s oldest security firms,
servicing the Bluegrass since 
1939 with Pinkston’s Locksmith. 
Burdine Security Group is one 
of the few security companies 
with expertise, and experience in 
both the mechanical and electronic security fields.
This unique knowledge allows Burdine Security to 
pair the latest in electronic security with the most 
effective locking solution.

SIS is a technology solution provider in Lexington.

Will Burdine, 
President, 
Burdine 
Security 
Group, Inc.
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BAYER PROPERTIES
2222 Arlington Avenue
Birmingham, AL 35205
(800) 89-BAYER
bayerproperties.com

The Summit at Fritz Farm, 
developed by Bayer Properties, 
will deliver 340,000 s.f. of shops 
and restaurants plus over 300 
upscale residential units in a 
walkable, outdoor environment. 
Featuring better fashion brands, distinct local 
flavors and awa d-winning cuisine, The Summit 
will become THE destination for Lexington’s 
style setters. Opening 2016 at the corner of 
Nicholasville Rd. and Man O’ War Blvd.

KENTUCKY EMPLOYERS’  
MUTUAL INSURANCE
250 W. Main St., Suite 900
Lexington, KY 40507
(800) 640-KEMI (5364)

Kentucky Employers’ Mutual 
Insurance (KEMI) is the  largest 
provider of workers’ compensation 
insurance in Kentucky, providing 
coverage to more than 23,000 
policyholders in all 120 counties of the state. We 
provide exceptional underwriting, safety education 
and claims services to our policyholders. This, 
combined with our competitive pricing, responsible 
financial management and a focus on innovatio  
makes KEMI the provider of choice for Kentucky 
businesses. We are proud to have earned and 
maintained an “Excellent” rating by A.M. Best.

THE CLUB AT  
UK’S SPINDLETOP HALL
34l4 lron Works Pike 
Lexington, KY 40511
(859) 255-2777
spindletophall.org 
THE HILARY J. BOONE 
CENTER
500 Rose St.
Lexington, KY 40506
(859) 257-4377
uky.edu/BooneCenter

Gerald H. Marvel CCM has been 
the general manager of The Club 
at UK’s Spindletop Hall since 2004 
and its COO since 2006. In 2011, 
then-UK President Dr. Lee T. Todd Jr. asked the club’s 
board to allow Marvel also to manage the “sister” 
UK faculty, staff, and alumni club on campus, the 
recently renovated Hilary J. Boone Center. The goal of 
having one manager lead both facilities is to refine an  
improve service and benefit f om efficiencies c eated by 
the common mission. “l remain very honored to work 
to provide outstanding services to our stakeholders, 
the University of Kentucky and its extended family of 
people,” Marvel said.

HAMBURG PLACE
P.O. Box 12128 
Lexington, KY 40580 
(859) 299-1515
hamburgplace.com

Located off I-75 and minutes from 
downtown Lexington, Hamburg 
Place provides retail, residential 

and professional developments. At the end of 2013 
we welcomed Costco to Hamburg Place on the East 
Side and Tom & Chee in the small tenant building 
alongside Sportsman’s Warehouse at War Admiral 
Place. In 2014, First Watch and A & W opened in 
our new multi-tenant building at War Admiral Place 
along Winchester Road and Men’s Wearhouse and 
Sherwin Williams opened at Sir Barton Place. Boot 
Barn is under construction in a 9,986 s.f. space next 
to Hobby Lobby and Sportsman’s Warehouse and 
Boot Barn plans to open before the end of the year. In 
addition, construction is in progress on Pink Pigeon for 
a new Towne Place Suites hotel with opening planned 
for the Spring of 2015. Cabela’s is in the final stages o  
planning for a 73,000 s.f. building at Hamburg East 
adjacent to Costco.

One original goal at Hamburg Place was to 
accommodate an array of developments. Hamburg 
Place has become the premier location for banks, 
restaurants, educational institutions, physicians, dental 
offices, pharmacies, home fu nishing showcases and 
other office and etailers. We continue to grow with 
high-quality developments of all types.
 
LANE CONSULTANTS 
INC.
201 E. Main St.
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 244-3500
laneky.com

Lane Consultants, which 
selected Central Kentucky as its 
own profitable business location,
is a commercial real estate 
services firm that specializes in
owner representation, buyer and 

Gerald H. 
Marvel, CCM, 
COO/GM, The 
Club at UK’s 
Spindletop 
Hall, GM,  
The Hilary J. 
Boone Center

Patrick W. 
Madden, 
Hamburg Place

 Jon S. Stewart,
President/CEO, 
KEMI

David 
Silverstein, 
Principal, Bayer 
Properties

Ed Lane,
Chief 
Executive,
Lane 
Consultants 
Inc.

 2014 MRBG 51-80.indd   58 10/13/14   2:31 PM



tenant representation, consulting, and real estate 
advisory services.

The economic diversity of the Bluegrass offers 
much for companies looking to locate or expand in 
Kentucky. The wide range of businesses is a strong 
indicator of the combined strengths of geographic 
location and a highly educated workforce. 

Lane Consultants’ affiliate, Lan  
Communications Group, publishes The Lane Report, 
Kentucky’s exclusive statewide business magazine, 
which has been published for over 25 years. 

LEXMARK 
INTERNATIONAL, INC.
740 W. New Circle Road
Lexington, KY 40550
(859) 232-2000
lexmark.com

Lexmark hardware, software 
and services combine to help 
your organization securely and 
efficiently captu e, manage 
and print information. Our 
solutions connect your unstructured printed and 
digital information to the applications, processes 
and people that need it most, improving customer 
service, driving financial performance and ensuring
flexibility for the futu e.

SIS
165 Barr St. 
Lexington, KY 40507 
(859) 977-4747 
ThinkSIS.com

SIS is a total technology 
solutions provider serving 
more than 1,300 customers 

nationwide. Partnered with leading IT vendors, 
SIS delivers hardware and software solutions, 
technical expertise, consulting services and data 
center solutions. The company’s Managed Solution 
Center is a state- of-the-art Tier 3 data center 
facility that provides comprehensive hosting and 
cloud offerings, including virtualization, business 
continuity, security, storage management and 
application support as well as systems monitoring 
and management.

Founded in 1982, SIS is headquartered in 
Lexington and has regional offices in Indiana  
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, Virginia and West Virginia.

MCM LLP
333 West Vine St.
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 514-7800

As a large regional CPA firm,
MCM LLP provides highly 
specialized accounting, audit 
and advisory services to a broad 
range of clients and industries. 
Privately and publicly held 
businesses, not-for-profits, small
businesses and individuals 
across the region and throughout 
the country receive personalized attention and 
local access from national-level talent. MCM 
combines the technical and industry expertise of 
larger firms without sacrificing the attention an
personal service of a local firm

MCM has offices in Louisville, Frankfort,
Lexington, Cincinnati, and Jeffersonville, 
Ind., and is an independent member of Baker 
Tilly International, the world’s eighth-largest 
accountancy and business advisory network.

MILESTONE REALTY 
CONSULTANTS
Lexington and Georgetown
(859) 245-1179
milestoneky.com

Milestone Realty Consultants 
is Central Kentucky’s largest 
locally owned and operated real 
estate company, with offices in
Lexington and Georgetown. 
Milestone has experienced great 
success by attracting many 
highly experienced, seasoned 
real estate professionals who are 
dedicated to superior customer service. Covering 
the Central Kentucky area, Milestone Realty 
Consultants and its exemplary agents adhere to 
“A Higher Standard” which ensures services to the 
client above all.

WALDEN MORTGAGE 
GROUP
Lexington, Louisville, 
and Knoxville
(859) 514-4444
waldenmg.com

Walden Mortgage Group is 
a Kentucky mortgage lender 
based in Lexington, Kentucky. 
Whether you’re in Central, 
Eastern or Western Kentucky; 
whether you’re looking for an 
FHA, VA, KHC or conventional loan, Walden 
Mortgage is the source for local mortgage loan 
solution. We represent a wide variety of local 
and national lenders with a complete menu of 
programs to serve our customers’ needs. l

Paul Rooke, 
Chairman and 
CEO, Lexmark 
International

Shane Satterly,
Partner and 
Location 
Leader, MCM 
Lexington

Judy Craft, 
Principal 
Broker, 
Milestone 
Realty 
Consultants

Steve Sigg, 
CEO, SIS

Mike Dunn, 
Vice President, 
Walden 
Mortgage 
Group
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CONSTRUCTION, INFILL & REDEVELOPMENT

Building a better Bluegrass
Diverse construction projects highlight smart growth

BUILDERS and contractors stay busy 
in Central Kentucky. The evidence 
is prevalent, especially in downtown 

Lexington at the moment as two major 
projects are underway.

In 2014 construction officially began
on CentrePointe after years of contentious 
debate on both design and budget. 

Immediately across of Main Street is 
the 21c Museum Hotel. Both projects 
represent hundreds of millions of dollars 
of investment into Central Kentucky.

All across the Bluegrass, residential and 
commercial buildings are springing up, 
representing a healthy economy, growing 
workforce and active consumers. l

Left: Baptist Health Lexington (BHLex), formerly 
known as Central Baptist Hospital and one of 
the anchor facilities for the Baptist Health system 
in Kentucky, has reached the halfway point in a 
massive $200 million expansion project of its 
primary medical campus on Nicholasville Road.

Above: CentrePointe construction is well under 
way in the heart of downtown Lexington.

Below: A 21c Museum Hotel is being constructed 
in downtown Lexington’s historic Fayette National 
Bank Building, the city’s fi st skyscraper designed by 
famed New York architecture fi m McKim, Mead 
& White.
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Above: A new TownePlace Suites Marriott is being constructed in Hamburg.

Right: A new hotel is being constructed in Executive Park off of Winchester Road.

Above: Fayette Mall 
is in the middle of 
major renovation and 
expansion of a former 
Sears anchor store, 
including more than 
20 new stores and 
restaurants. 

Left: New apartments 
and homes are being 
constructed off 
Winchester Road on 
Patchen Wilkes Drive.

Above:  The former Turfland Mall site at Ha rodsburg Road and Lane Allen Road is being completely redeveloped. Now under construction are an 85,000-s.f. UK 
HealthCare outpatient and primary care clinic slated to open in 2015 and a Walgreens drug store. In conjunction, construction is taking place across Harrodsburg 
Road, on the left, of a new McDonald’s and Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers restaurants.
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Above: Two significant const uction projects are underway in the Southland 
Drive corridor off Nicholasville Road in south Lexington. Greer Companies is 
building a $15 million 105-room Hampton Inn hotel, bottom right, now slated 
to open in summer 2015. HealthFirst Bluegrass is redeveloping a former office
building site, upper left, on Southland Drive with construction of an $11.7 
public health clinic scheduled to open in September 2015.

Right: The Beaumont Centre business sector also continues to grow.

CONSTRUCTION, INFILL & REDEVELOPMENT

Above: Bluegrass Community and Technical College recently completed construction of the fi st phase 
of its Newtown Campus northwest of downtown Lexington.

Right: The Village at South Broadway luxury townhomes are nearly complete in downtown  
Lexington near the University of Kentucky.

Above: Kroger demolished a 36,000-s.f. store on Euclid Avenue in the Chevy 
Chase neighborhood near the University of Kentucky in early 2014 and is 
building an 86,000-s.f. $15 million store on the same site that will featuring 
rooftop parking. The advanced construction schedule calls for the new store 
to be completed by the end of 2014.
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Above: A former Circuit City 
big box retail store site on 
Nicholasville Road in south 
Lexington has been demolished 
and will be redeveloped into a 
two-story Planet Fitness location.

Right: Transylvania University in 
April 2014 dedicated a new $10 
million athletics complex that 
includes an 860-seat grandstand, 
artificial turf  and locker and 
conference facilities. It is just west 
of the main campus, visible in the 
top of the photo.

Below: Richmond Road 
construction includes a new 
McDonald’s and a Newk’s, both 
next to the multi-million dollar 
construction of a new Southland 
Christian Church campus that 
was completed in 2013.
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BY ESTHER MARR

WHEN it comes to cost efficienc  
and planning for the future, 
Kentucky’s utility companies 

consistently rank among the top in the 
nation. In 2013, the state’s industrial sector 
electric power costs were the fourth lowest 
for the second straight year. 

East of the Mississippi River, Kentucky’s 
industrial power costs are the second lowest 
and are more than 30 percent lower than 
the U.S. average. Electric power in Kentucky 
is distributed by four investor-owned 
electric utilities, 29 municipal electric 
systems, 21 rural electric cooperatives and 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Kentucky’s power providers serve their 
customers in myriad ways, some of the 
most important of which are adapting 
to constantly changing environmental 
regulations and fuel markets in a cost-
effective manner.

Louisville Gas and Electric (LG&E) 
and Kentucky Utilities (KU), subsidiaries 
of Pennsylvania-based PPL Corp. and 

the state’s largest providers, are currently 
undergoing their biggest construction 
phase in history, in part to meet more 

UTILITIES

Industrial power costs are low
Kentucky’s utility companies are adapting to changing environmental regulations

Construction proceeds on a new 640-megawatt natural gas combined-cycle power unit at Louisville Gas 
& Electric and Kentucky Utility’s Cane Run Generating Station.
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stringent federal environmental regulations 
that begin taking effect in 2015.

In May, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency released its revised 
rule under the Clean Water Act, Section 
316(b), to regulate cooling water intake 
for power plants across the country. The 
update requires power plant owners to 
use the “best available technology” to 
reduce the environmental impact on 
aquatic life caused by the withdrawal of 
water for cooling.

The regulation considers closed-cycle 
systems – in which water is reused, 
minimizing water withdrawal needs – the 
most effective way to reduce impacts on 
aquatic life caused by water withdrawals.

At their E.W. Brown, Ghent, Trimble 
County and Mill Creek generating stations, 
the utility companies are currently installing 
pulse-jet fabric filter systems known a  
“baghouses” to capture particulates. 

The baghouse at 1,472-megawatt Mill 
Creek is part of a nearly $940 million 
overall improvement plan at LG&E’s 
largest coal-fi ed plant.

In addition to getting a baghouse 
system, Trimble County received a $125 
million tax credit for its state-of-the-art 
environmental controls. 

Known as one of the cleanest coal-fi ed 
generating stations in the country, this unit 
met and exceeded the U.S. Internal Revenue 
System’s qualifying criteria for the section 
48A tax credit, which included achieving 
a 99 percent sulfur dioxide and 90 percent 
mercury emissions removal rate. LG&E 
and KU also are currently installing an 
additive injection system to meet future 
environmental regulations.

At the hydropower Ohio Falls 
Generating Station, LG&E and KU are 
currently rehabilitating all eight units 
powered by the Ohio River and upgrading 
infrastructure that, by 2015, will increase 
the facility’ output 27 percent.

Among other projects is replacement 
of Cane Run’s remaining coal-fi ed 
units with a natural gas combined-cycle 
(NGCU) unit, which is currently under 
construction and expected to be in 
service around May 2015. 

Additionally, Green River Generating 
Station filed certificates of publ  
convenience and necessity in January 
2014 with the Kentucky Public Service 
Commission to convert to an NGCU and 
solar generating facility; if approved, the 
new units are expected to be in service 
in 2018 and 2016, respectively.

Lexington-based Kentucky American Water 
serves portions of 10 counties.
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Existing coal-combustion units at 
Cane Run are scheduled to be retired in 
May 2015; Green River’s is scheduled to 
be retired by 2016, while Tyrone’s was 
decommissioned in 2013. 

KENTUCKY UTILITIES 
AND LOUISVILLE GAS & 
ELECTRIC CO.
1 Quality Street
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 255-2100
(800) 981-0600

Relatively low costs for utilities 
provided by Kentucky Utilities 
and Louisville Gas & Electric 
make Central Kentucky a very 
affordable place to do business 
and contribute to it being rated 
among the best places to locate a company on a 
cost basis.

Kentucky Utilities serves 546,000 customers in 
77 Kentucky counties and five counties in irginia. 
LG&E serves 321,000 natural gas and 397,000 
electric customers in Louisville and 16 surrounding 
counties. Their parent company is PPL Corp. of 
Allentown, Pa. a family of regulated utilities that 
serve 1.2 million customers and consistently rank 
among the best companies for customer service in 
the United States. PPL committed to keep KU and 
LG&E headquarters in Lexington and Louisville, 
respectively, for 15 years and not eliminate any 
jobs when it acquired them in 2010 from German-
based E.ON for $7.6 billion. 

KENTUCKY 
AMERICAN WATER
2300 Richmond Road
Lexington, Kentucky 40502
(859) 269-2386
Kentuckyamwater.com

We understand that quality 
water service is essential for a 
community’s prosperity. It plays 
a significant ole in ensuring 
good health, adequate fi e 
protection and the retention 
and growth of jobs. The water 
we deliver is better than what is required by state 
and federal regulations, yet costs customers less 
than a penny per gallon. 

A subsidiary of American Water (NYSE:AWK), 
the largest publicly traded U.S. water and 
wastewater utility company, Kentucky American 
Water is committed to providing great value to 
its customers and investing in the communities 
we serve in portions of 10 counties through 
appropriate infrastructure renewal as well as 
through our corporate giving program. 

COLUMBIA GAS  
OF KENTUCKY
2001 Mercer Road 
Lexington, KY 40511
(800) 432-9345
columbiagasky.com

Each day an underground 
network of more than a million 
miles of pipeline safely carries 
natural gas from supply areas to 

homes, businesses and factories across America. 
In Central and Eastern Kentucky, Columbia Gas 
of Kentucky provides safe and reliable natural 
gas service to almost 140,000 customers in 30 
Kentucky counties through a system of more than 
2,600 miles of pipeline. Columbia is one of the 
seven energy distribution companies of NiSource 
Inc. (NYSE:NI).

Our dedicated team is committed to working 
with residential and commercial customers to 
ensure they receive the warmth, comfort and 
reliability for which natural gas is widely known. 
Market price stability and energy efficienc  
programs that provide rebates and free home 
energy checkups help customers save energy  
and money.

EAST KENTUCKY  
POWER COOPERATIVE
4775 Lexington Road
Winchester, KY 40391

More than 1 million 
Kentuckians depend on East 
Kentucky Power Cooperative 
(EKPC) and its 16 owner-
member co-ops for safe, 
reliable, affordable electric 
power.

The 16 co-ops own and 
govern EKPC, distributing 
power that EKPC produces at four major plants 
in Kentucky. Together, EKPC and its 16 owner-
member cooperatives are known as Kentucky’s 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives. l

UTILITIES

Cheryl 
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BY ESTHER MARR

VISITORS are no doubt captivated 
by Lexington’s picturesque horse 
farms and world renowned 

bourbon. But among the Bluegrass 
region’s many other gems are fun 
attractions and a lively food and drink 
scene. The city is continually setting new 
trends and creating themed events to 
both draw in new faces and engage the 
people who call the Bluegrass home. 

One of Lexington’s most exciting newest 
features is the Brewgrass Trail, a collection 
of all the craft breweries in the region.

While Lexington is known as the 
birthplace of bourbon, the city is also 
home to some talented master brewers. 
Several craft beer breweries are now 
scattered across Kentucky, and a 
considerable number of thirsty travelers 
are seeking them out. 

The Brewgrass Trail is dedicated to 
showcasing the craft brewers establishing 
themselves in the Bluegrass. 

Lexington also hosted its third 
restaurant week in summer 2014, with 
10 days of special $25 dinners at city 
restaurants. With financial se vices 
provider BB&T as the lead sponsor, the 
event included more than 60 locally 
owned establishments.

Heath Campbell, president of BB&T 
Kentucky, commented that Lexington 
Restaurant Week is a great way to celebrate 
the city’s thriving, creative culinary scene.  

“Our tremendous choice of 
restaurants is one of the many things 
that make Lexington one of those special 
places to live,” Campbell said. “These 
establishments, old and new, reflect the

same spirit of innovation and enterprise 
that is making our city thrive. We score 
very high on the delicious scale.”

An inviting setting for conventions
Visitors to the area will obviously not 
be lacking in stellar dining and drink 
experiences, but those are just a fraction 
of the many attractions Lexington offers. 
Top-notch facilities and unique activities 
make Lexington an appealing choice for 
a variety of events, including conventions 
and meetings. 

Lexington and the scenic state 
capital city of Frankfort less than 30 
miles west offer several facilities that 
can accommodate large gatherings, 
with numerous smaller venues available 
throughout the region. 

Downtown Lexington is home to 
the 130,000-s.f. Lexington Convention 
Center, which hosts numerous meetings, 
banquets and exhibits each year within its 
spacious facility. Hyatt Regency Lexington 
is connected to the convention center, and 
the Downtown Lexington Hilton is less 
than a block away. Large-scale meetings 
also are welcomed at three hotels located 
five minutes f om downtown and fiv  
minutes from the Kentucky Horse Park in a 
collaboration known as the Equine District. 

In Frankfort, located along the Kentucky 
River, the Frankfort Convention Center 
has a 10,000-s.f., 5,300-seat arena, 
nearly 17,000 s.f. of total exhibit space 

and a pedestrian walkway to the historic 
downtown district. The Convention Center 
is a full-service facility for such events as 
sporting shows, concerts, arts events, trade 
shows and banquets.

Central Kentucky’s bourbon distilleries 
are also among one of the most popular 
attractions for outsiders and residents alike. 
One of the most visitor-friendly distilleries, 
Woodford Reserve, recently expanded and 
renovated its visitor center in Versailles, 
which last year approximately 130,000 
people visited.

“Lexington is known around the world 
for Thoroughbred horses and bourbon,” 
said Mary Quinn Ramer, vice president of 
marketing of the Lexington Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. “Whether attending world-
class equine sporting events at the Kentucky 
Horse Park and Keeneland Race Course or 
taking a bourbon class with a master distiller 
at one of the historic bourbon distilleries, 
Lexington offers visitors one-of-a-kind 
experiences.” 

MEETING & CONVENTION FACILITIES

Beaumont Inn
Harrodsburg – beaumontinn.com

Berry Mansion
Frankfort – historicproperties.ky.gov/hp/
berrymansion/

ATTRACTIONS, MEETINGS AND CONVENTIONS

Business mixes with pleasure
Breweries, distilleries, horse farms, great restaurants put work and life in balance

Nestled near the Kentucky Horse Park, Spindletop 
Hall is one of the area’s many premier event locations.

Located in the heart of downtown Lexington, the 
Lexington Center is considered the region’s premier 
sports, entertainment and convention complex.
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Best Western Regency Inn
bestwestern.com

Blue Grass Airport
bluegrassairport.com

Boone Tavern
Berea – boonetavernhotel.com

Bright Leaf Golf Resort
Harrodsburg –  
brightleafgolfresort.com

Buffalo Trace Distillery
Frankfort – buffalotrace.com

Capital Plaza Hotel
Frankfort – capitalplazaky.com

Carrick House
carrickhouse.com

Crowne Plaza –  
The Campbell House
crowneplaza.com

Doubletree Guest Suites 
Lexington
doubletree.hilton.com

Embassy Suites Hotel
embassysuites.hilton.com

Frankfort Convention Center
Frankfort –  
frankfortconventioncenter.com

Griffin Gate M rriott  
Resort & Spa
marriott.com

Hilary J. Boone Center
uky.edu/BooneCenter

Hilton Lexington Downtown
lexingtondowntownhotel.com

Hyatt Regency Lexington
lexington.hyatt.com

Keeneland
keeneland.com

Kentucky Artisan Center  
at Berea
Berea – kyartisancenter.ky.gov

Kentucky Horse Park
kyhorsepark.com

Lexington Convention Center
lexingtoncenter.com

Old Fort Harrod State Park
Harrodsburg –parks.ky.gov/parks/
recreationparks/fort-harrod/

Ramada Conference Center
ramada.com

Shaker Village  
of Pleasant Hill
Harrodsburg – shakervillageky.org

Spindletop Hall
spindletophall.org

Woodford Reserve Distillery
Versailles – woodfordreserve.com

Sources: Lexington Convention &  
Visitors Bureau, Kentucky 
Department of Travel and Tourism,  
The Lane Report

ATTRACTIONS

African Cemetery No. 2
Historic burial grounds
uky.edu/Projects/AfricanCem

The Arboretum –  
State Botanical Garden  
of Kentucky
ca.uky.edu/arboretum

Ashland,  
the Henry Clay Estate
Home of U.S. House Speaker,  
Senator, statesman
henryclay.org

Aviation Museum  
of Kentucky
Blue Grass Airport
aviationky.org

Bluegrass Heritage Museum
Winchester – bgheritage.com

Camp Nelson
Civil War Heritage Park
Nicholasville – campnelson.org

Cane Ridge Meeting House
Site of famous 1801 revival
Paris – caneridge.org

Capital City Museum
Frankfort – capitalcitymuseum.com

Central Bank  
Thursday Night Live
Weekly downtown concert
downtownlex.com/ 
thursday-night-live-concerts

 
 

Commonwealth Stadium
University of Kentucky football stadium
ukathletics.com/athletic-dept/
commonwealth-stadium.html

Daniel Boone’s Grave
Final resting place of noted pioneer
Frankfort Cemetery
kentuckytourism.com/things_to_do/
daniel- boones-grave-frankfort- 
cemetery/1498

Boone Station State  
Historic Site
With one-mile self-guided trail
parks.ky.gov/parks/historicsites/boone-
station

Boyd Orchards
Versailles – boydorchards.com

Constitution Square  
State Historic Site
Site of 10 state constitutional 
conventions
Danville –
parks.ky.gov/parks/historicsites/
constitution-square

Daniel Boone Pioneer Festival
Winchester – 
danielboonepioneerfestival.com

Duncan Tavern
Three-story stone tavern, built 1788
Paris – duncantavern.com

Explorium of Lexington
Hands-on children’s museum
explorium.com

First African Baptist Church
Founded 1790
nps.gov/nr/travel/lexington/fab.htm

Fort Boonesborough  
State Park
Reconstructed pioneer fort
Richmond –
parks.ky.gov/parks/recreationparks/
fort-boonesborough/

Governor’s Mansion
Built in 1914
Frankfort – governorsmansion.ky.gov/

Henry Clay’s Law Offic
Built in 1803
nps.gov/nr/travel/lexington/hco.htm

High Bridge Historic Park
Landmark railroad bridge
Kentucky River near Wilmore 
 

ATTRACTIONS, MEETINGS AND CONVENTIONS

Spirits of Central Kentucky
(Located in Lexington 
unless indicated.)

CRAFT BEER

Alltech’s Lexington  
Brewing Co.
kentuckyale.com

Beer Engine
Danville – kybeerengine.com

Blue Stallion Brewing Co.
bluestallionbrewing.com

Chase Taproom 

Country Boy Brewing
countryboybrewing.com

Rooster Brew
Paris – roosterbrew.com

West Sixth  
Brewing Company
westsixth.com

DISTILLERIES

Barrel House Distillery
barrelhousedistillery.com

Buffalo Trace Distillery
Frankfort – buffalotrace.com

Bulleit Distilling Co.
Lawrenceburg –  
bulleitbourbon.com

Four Roses
Lawrenceburg –  
fourrosesbourbon.com

Lexington Brewing  
and Distilling Co.
kentuckyale.com

Wild Turkey
Lawrenceburg – wildturkey.com

Woodford Reserve
Versailles –  
woodfordreserve.com

WINERIES

Acres of Land Winery
Richmond –  
acresoflandwine y.com

Black Barn Winery  
Castle Hill Farm
Versailles

Chateau du Vieux  
Corbeau Winery
Danville – oldcrowinn.com

Chrisman Mill  
Vineyard and Winery
Nicholasville – chrismanmill.com

Elk Creek Vineyards
Owenton 

Equus Run  
Vineyards and Winery
Midway

Grimes Mill  
Vineyards and Winery

Jean Farris  
Winery & Bistro

Harkness Edwards 
Vineyards
Winchester

Lovers Leap  
Vineyards and Winery
Lawrenceburg

Lullaby Ridge
Waynesburg

Prodigy  
Vineyards and Winery
Frankfort

Rising Sons Home Farm 
Winery
Lawrenceburg

Talon Winery and Vineyards

Wildside Winery
Versailles

Sources: KentuckyWine.com 
brewgrasstrail.com

A group tours the historic Woodford Reserve Distillery. 

 2014 MRBG 51-80.indd   68 10/13/14   2:32 PM



Hopewell Museum
Bourbon County art and history
Paris – hopewellmuseum.org

Hummel Planetarium
Richmond – planetarium.eku.edu

Hunt-Morgan House
1814 home of state’s fi st millionaire
bluegrasstrust.org/hunt-morgan.html

Jack Jouett House
Home of “Paul Revere of the South”
Versailles – jouetthouse.org

Kentucky Bourbon Trail
Tour legendary distilleries
kybourbontrail.com

Kentucky Doll & Toy Museum
Carlisle – kydollandtoymuseum.com

Kentucky Horse Park
kyhorsepark.com

Kentucky Military History 
Museum
Frankfort – history.ky.gov

Kentucky State Capitol
Beaux Art structure, completed 1909
Frankfort – historicproperties.ky.gov/
hp/capitol/

Latrobe’s Pope Villa
Designed by father of American 
architecture
bluegrasstrust.org/popevilla.html

Lexington Farmers Market
lexingtonfarmersmarket.com

Lexington Legends
Minor league baseball
milb.com/index.jsp?sid=t495

Lexington Lions Bluegrass Fair
lionsclubbluegrassfair.com

Liberty Hall Historic Site
Frankfort – libertyhall.org

Mary Todd Lincoln House
mtlhouse.org

McConnell Springs
Campsite of fi st settlers, nature sanctuary
mcconnellsprings.org

Isaac Murphy Memorial Art 
Garden
Celebrates famous African American jockey
isaacmurphy.org

Natural Bridge  
State Resort Park
Home of unique sandstone arch
parks.ky.gov/parks/resortparks/natural-
bridge/

Old Fort Harrod State Park
Replica of original settlement
parks.ky.gov/parks/recreationparks/
fort-harrod/

Old Governor’s Mansion
Built 1797-98
Frankfort – historicproperties.ky.gov/
hp/ogm/

Perryville Battlefield  
State Historic Site
State’s largest Civil War battle
Perryville – parks.ky.gov/parks/
historicsites/ perryville-battlefield

Raven Run Nature Sanctuary
lexingtonky.gov

Rev. Jesse R. Ziegler House
Designed by Frank Lloyd Wright
Frankfort

RunTheBluegrass Half 
Marathon
Lexington’s only half marathon
runthebluegrass.org

Roots & Heritage Festival
http://www.rootsfestky.com/

Rupp Arena
Home of UK men’s basketball team
rupparena.com

Salato Wildlife Education 
Center
Explore Kentucky plants, animals
Frankfort
fw.ky.gov/navigation.aspx?cid=130

Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill
Restored Shaker community, farm
Harrodsburg – shakervillageky.org

Southern Lights
Holiday lights display
Kentucky Horse Park
khpfoundation.org/programs/featured-
events/southern-lights-holiday-festival

Thomas D. Clark Center  
for Kentucky History
Frankfort – history.ky.gov

Thoroughbred Breeders 
Museum, Inc.
Preserving history of Thoroughbred 
breeding farms, opening in 2015
Paris – tbmuseum.org

Thoroughbred Park
Downtown tribute to the racehorse
triangleparklexington.org/?page_
id=126

Valley View Ferry
Ferry crossing Kentucky River since 1785
Fayette, Jessamine and Madison 
counties
lexingtonky.gov/index.aspx?page=662

Ward Hall
Antebellum Greek Revival mansion
Georgetown – wardhall.net

Waveland State Historic Site
Greek Revival mansion
parks.ky.gov/parks/historicsites/
waveland

William Whitley House State 
Historic Site
Kentucky’s fi st brick home
parks.ky.gov/parks/historicsites/william-
whitley/

Woodford County  
Historical Society Museum
Versailles – woodfordkyhistory.org l

Ashland, The Henry Clay Estate, is a popular tourist attraction and host of 
upscale events in Lexington. 
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BY ESTHER MARR

THE results from a two-year 
preliminary design and 
environmental study of a proposed 

Interstate 75 connector from Nicholasville 
in Jessamine County to I-75 near 
Richmond in Madison County suggest a 
preference for upgrading existing roads 
rather than building a new highway.  

The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
presented findings in meetings wit  
the I-75 Connector Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee. Significantl , an Existing 
Routes Review indicated that improving 
current roads to meet the stated goals of 
the I-75 Connector Project would be a 
greater solution than new construction. 
A 2008 Scoping Study came to the same 
conclusion. 

New routes have generated opposition 
mostly due to concerns of environmental 
disturbance.

Presentations included preliminary 
alignments of an I-75 connector in 
several zones, which were represented 
by a ribbon indicating the approximate 
width of rights-of-way. 

“In comparing the preliminary 
alignments with those drawn by CAC 
members last year, it is apparent that the 
Project Team is taking the community’s 
input very seriously as it continues to 
refine the best options for the p oposed 
connector,” said Robert Nunley, project 
development branch manager for District 
Seven with the Transportation Cabinet.

A 2008 U.S. 27 to I-75 Corridor Scoping 
Study identified the I-75 connector p oject 
needs as: improved connectivity; vehicle 
safety; reduced traffic congestion; travel tim  
reliability/savings; economic development; 

improved access for truck traffic; an  
homeland security. 

The Citizens’ Advisory Committee 
plans update meetings throughout 2014, 
and the KYTC will host periodic public 
information meetings giving community 
residents opportunities for input on the 
proposed road connector. 

Meanwhile, several other major road 
construction projects on key arteries in 
Lexington – New Circle Road, Leestown 
Road, Newtown Pike, Todds Road and 
Clays Mill Road – continue to move 
forward in the Gov. Steve Beshear 
administration’s six-year road plan.

The state 2014-2020 road plan was 
presented to state lawmakers in January 
2014. It calls for nearly $7 billion of state 
and federal funding for transportation 
projects across the state.

Included is about $4.6 million in 2015 
to widen Clays Mill Road in south Lexington 
from New Circle Road to Keithshire Way, 
and $9.9 million this year and next to widen 
Liberty Road/Todds Road in northeast 
Lexington from just south of Andover Forest 
Drive/Forest Hill Drive to I-75.

Clays Mill Road is a 3.7-mile road artery 
from Harrodsburg Road just south of Man 
O’ War Boulevard. Among the design 
recommendations for the project are: a 
middle turn lane along the entire route, 
with right-turn lanes at major intersections; 
bicycle lanes on each side of the road; five
foot sidewalks on each side of the road; 
and additional through lanes at four major 
intersections: Man O War, Wellington Way, 
Pasadena Drive, and Rosemont Garden. 

Liberty/Todds Road, an arterial highway, 
will be widened from an existing two-lane 
rural roadway to a three- to five-lane urba  
section with sidewalks, curb and gutters, and 
bike lanes. Project need is based primarily on 
deficiencies in capacity and safety for a vita  
link in the rapidly growing residential area 
fueled by recent retail development along the 
Man O’ War Corridor.

Capitalizing on logistics assets
Central Kentucky’s economic success is 
due in large part to its prime location in 
the state and the nation. Nestled at the 
crossroads of Interstate 64 (east-west) and 
I-75 (north-south), Lexington is about 
one hour south of Cincinnati and one 
hour east of Louisville, Ky. 

Lexington is within 600 miles of 50 
percent of the nation’s population, giving 
businesses in the area an incredible 
advantage with easy access to other U.S. 
cities in the East, South and Midwest. 
One-hour air access to 70 percent of the 
population and four-hour flight to 90
percent of U.S. consumers also is a key to 
local growth.

Lexington is home to Blue Grass Airport, 
which serves more than a million Central 
and Eastern Kentucky residents a year. 
Owned by the public, non-profit Lexington
Fayette Urban County Airport Corp., LEX is 
one of America’s fastest-growing airports. 

LOGISTICS

New routes on the horizon
Accommodating growth and change, major road construction continues to move forward

Blue Grass Airport occupies about 1,000 acres 
4 miles west of Lexington and has service by 
fi e airlines with direct flights to 13 cities and
connections to hundreds of U.S. destinations.

R.J. Corman Railroad Group, headquartered 
in Nicholasville, has divisions in 23 states.
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A recent economic impact study to 
determine Blue Grass Airport’s role as 
a contributor to the region’s social and 
economic well-being found that the 
airport contributes to the employment 
of 3,478 people and a has an annual 
economic output of $370 million. 

Located five miles f om downtown 
Lexington and across the road from 
Keeneland Race Course, Blue Grass 
Airport is the primary air service provider 
to 54 Central and Eastern Kentucky 
counties. Five major airlines provide non-
stop flights to 13 cities and connection to
hundreds of destinations worldwide. 

In May, Allegiant announced new 
nonstop, seasonal jet service between 
Lexington and Myrtle Beach, S.C. Those 
twice weekly flights, which operated
between May 29 and Aug. 12, were 
Lexington’s only nonstop service to any 
destination in South Carolina. In June, 
American Airlines inaugurated new 
nonstop service from Blue Grass Airport 
to Philadelphia International Airport.

Blue Grass Airport has also recently 
prepared an Airport Master Plan to provide 
a comprehensive overview of the airport’s 
anticipated needs for the next 20 years. It 
includes recommended improvements to 
the airfield, terminal, public parking, general 
aviation and other support facilities. 

Also, rail freight continues to be a 
vital form of transportation in Kentucky, 
as evidenced by the recently launched 
Kentucky Aluminum Corridor. The new 
train route starts at the Novelis aluminum 
can recycling facility in Berea and ends at 
Logan Aluminum in Russellville, the top 
aluminum can sheet plant in the world.

Lextran bus service 40 years old
In Lexington, public bus service is provided 
by Lextran, which operates a fleet of 7  
buses, including a University of Kentucky 

campus shuttle service. Lextran recently 
celebrated its 40th anniversary.

Public transportation has re-emerged 
as a popular way to travel due in part 
to Lextran’s COLT Trolley service, 
which provides free rides around the 
heart of downtown Lexington. COLT 
has two different routes that connect 
riders with shops, restaurants, nightlife, 
entertainment establishments and 
other attractions, including Keeneland, 
and to the University of Kentucky and 
Transylvania University. 

In March 2013, Lextran pooled 
resources with LexPark and the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 
to create “Move It, People,” a shared 
branding campaign to raise awareness of 
transit in Lexington. 

AIRPORTS

Blue Grass Airport
bluegrassairport.com

Capital City Airport
Frankfort – cca.ky.gov

Cynthiana-Harrison County Airport
www.ky0i8.com

Georgetown-Scott County  
Regional Airport
georgetown – scottcountyairport.com

Madison Airport
Richmond – madisonairportky.com

Stanton Airport
Stanton – airnav.com/airport/I50/

Stuart Powell Field
Danville – airnav.com/airport/KDVK/

GENERAL AVIATION

TAC Air
tacair.com/jet-a-at-tac-air-lex/

BUS TRANSPORTATION

Greyhound
greyhound.com

Lextran
Lextran.com

INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING 
COMPANIES

DHL
dhl.com

FedEx
fedex.com

UPS
ups.com

RAIL SERVICES

Norfolk Southern Corp.
Nscorp.com

CSX Corp.
Csx.com 

R.J. Corman Railroad Group
Nicholasville – rjcorman.com l

R.J. CORMAN  
RAILROAD GROUP
P.O. Box 788
101 R.J. Corman Drive
Nicholasville, KY 40356
(859) 881-7521
rjcorman.com

Founded in 1973 by Rick 
Corman, R. J. Corman 
Railroad Group is a 
comprehensive service 
provider to the railroad 
industry. Corman has offices in 23 states  
and employ over 1400 people, including 750 
in Kentucky.  Their diverse services include 
shortline railroad operations, industrial 
switching, emergency response, material 
distribution, track construction, signal 
design/ build services and manufacturing fuel 
efficient locomotives

Craig King, 
President/CEO, 
R. J. Corman 
Railroad 
Group

479

29

728

1682

1789

Lexington is at the 
intersection of Interstates 
75 and 64, providing 
excellent north-south 
and east-west access 
to eastern U.S. markets.
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FAYETTE COUNTY

FAYETTE County has for years been 
known for its rolling landscape, 
champion Thoroughbreds, record-

setting basketball teams and world-
renowned bourbon, but increasingly its 
highly educated workforce, burgeoning food 
scene, diverse cultural attractions and ever-
improving quality of life make it an ideal 
place for people to live, work and play.

According to the Gallup-Healthways 
Well-Being Index, Lexington is one the 
nation’s top 20 happiest cities – based 
on work experience, physical health, 
emotional health, life evaluation, healthy 
behavior and basic access. 

Part of this satisfaction is owed to the fact 
that Fayette County and the surrounding 
Bluegrass region serves as a major healthcare, 
retail and cultural center, with the added 
bonus of stellar scenery, great schools 
and universities, diverse employment 
opportunities and countless residential 
accommodations to suit any lifestyle.

And like the pristine care that is 
taken for the area’s picturesque, prize-
winning horse farms, Downtown 

Lexington for the last decade has 
devoted itself to improvement. Thanks 
in part to investments and preparations 
for hosting thousands of visitors from 
around the world for the 2010 Alltech 
FEI World Equestrian Games, the heart 
of Lexington continues to re-establish 
itself as a cultural and residential hotspot. 
Seemingly every week a new restaurant 
or retail business opens in the downtown 
area, and events such as Thursday Night 
Live, the Lexington Farmers Market, 
LexArts Gallery Hop and other events 
draw thousands of people to the area to 
enjoy themselves and spend their money.

The constant stream of unique new 
shops and eateries, the addition of bike 
lanes and trails throughout the county, 
improvements in sidewalks and the 
beautification of parks such as riangle Park 
all add to the area’s appeal. Fayette County 
also is home to numerous picturesque horse 
parks, allowing visitors and residents the 
luxury of easy drives through scenery like 
none other in the world.

Also, Fayette County’s highly educated 
workforce and innovating learning 
offerings rank among the best in the 
nation and provide employers with 
workers that know how to get the job 
done in every sector. 

The real estate market in Fayette 
County remains strong. Members of 

the Lexington-Bluegrass Association of 
Realtors sold 4,700 pieces of property 
totaling nearly $812 million in the second 
quarter of 2014 alone. 

Lexington Mayor Jim Gray and Louisville 
Mayor Gary Fischer are part of the Bluegrass 
Economic Advancement Movement 
(BEAM). BEAM is working in the region to 
do things like improve infrastructure and 
roadways, earn and learn apprenticeship 
programs, build and manufacture more 
products locally, continue to develop a 
technologically advanced workforce and 
build “human capital,” enhance and cultivate 
industry clusters, and continue to improve 
the economic growth of BEAM’s 22-county 
sector since the area has great potential 
to become a “super region” for advanced 
manufacturing serving a global market. 

Lexington’s role in that is enormous, 
thanks to innovative educational 
opportunities and a thriving cultural scene 
that attracts good people and employers. 

Gray recently announced a new push 
to become a “gigabit city,” with Internet 
speeds of 1,000 megabits per second. 

With initiatives in place to continue 
to improve business and education in 
the county coupled with a social and 
cultural scene that rivals anyplace else in 
the world, Fayette County is poised to 
continue its upward momentum in life, 
work and play. l

A great American city
Lexington/Fayette County’s upward momentum accelerates

LEXINGTON

Lexington was ranked in the 
nation’s top 20 happiest cities.

Wayfaring signs on Main Street in Lexington feature 
“Big Lex,” which honors the legendary 19th century 
Thoroughbred named Lexington. 
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COMMERCE LEXINGTON INC. 
THE GREATER LEXINGTON  
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Robert Quick,
President/CEO
330 E. Main St., Suite 100, 
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 254-4447
bquick@commercelexington.com
commercelexington.com

COUNTY SEAT: LEXINGTON
Jim Gray, Mayor
200 E. Main St., Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 258-3100
mayor@lexingtonky.gov
lexingtonky.gov

FAYETTE COUNTY  
JUDGE-EXECUTIVE
Jon Larson
215 W. Short St., Suite 210
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 255-1001
jonlarsonlaw@gmail.com

FAYETTE COUNTY CLERK
Don Blevins Jr.
162 E. Main St., Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 253-3344
info@fayettecountyclerk.com
fayettecountyclerk.com

Estimated 2013 Population: 305,489
No. of households: 122,746 (occupied) 
Median household income (2011): $47,207

Lexington-Fayette 
Urban County Government
lexingtonky.gov •  (859) 425-CALL 
LexCall Centralized Service and Information Call Center: 311

Sally Hamilton
Chief Administrative 
Office

Jamie Emmons
Chief of Staff

Beth Mills
Commissioner of
Social Services

Clay Mason
Commissioner of
Public Safety

Derek Paulsen
Commissioner of 
Planning

Janet Graham
Commissioner
of Law

Geoff Reed
Commissioner of 
General Services

William O’Mara
Commissioner 
of  Finance & 
Administration

Ronnie Bastin
Chief of Police

Keith Jackson
Fire Chief

Linda Gorton
Vice Mayor

Steve Kay
Council Member 
At Large

Chuck Ellinger II
Council Member 
At Large

Ed Lane
District 12
Council Member

Peggy Henson
District 11
Council Member

Harry Clarke
District 10
Council Member

Jennifer Mossotti
District 9
Council Member

George Myers
District 8
Council Member

Jennifer Scutchfiel
District 7
Council Member

Kevin Stinnett
District 6
Council Member

Bill Farmer Jr.
District 5
Council Member

Julian Beard
District 4 
Council Member

Diane Lawless
District 3
Council Member

Shevawn Akers
District 2 
Council Member

Chris Ford
District 1
Council Member

Bob Quick

Jim Gray

Aldona Valicenti, 
Chief Information 
Office

David Holmes, 
Commissioner 
of Environmental 
Quality and Public 
Works
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THE COUNTIES OF CENTRAL KENTUCKY

BOURBON COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

19,998

No. of households: 7,971

Median household income: 
$40,894 

Chamber of Commerce:  
Lucy Cooper, Executive Director  
parisky.com

Paris/Bourbon County 
Economic Development 
Authority: 

Gordon Wilson Sr., Executive Director

County Seat: Paris  
Michael J. Thornton, Mayor  
paris.ky.gov

Judge-Executive: Donnie Foley  
bourbonky.com/government.htm

ANDERSON COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

21,811

No. of households: 8,369

Median household income: 
$52,294

Chamber of Commerce:  
Pam Rice, Executive Director  
andersonchamberky.org

County Seat: Lawrenceburg  
Edwinna Baker, Mayor  
lawrenceburgky.org/CountyGov.html

Judge-Executive:  
John Wayne Conway  
JudgeJWConway@nich.twcbc.com

BOYLE COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

29,013

No. of households: 11,143 

Median household income: 
$41,037 

Chamber of Commerce:  
Paula Fowler, IOM, Executive Director 
danvilleboylechamber.com

Danville/Boyle County Economic 
Development Partnership: 

Jody A. Lassiter, JD, President/CEO

County Seat: Danville  
Bernie Hunstad, Mayor  
danvilleky.org

Judge-Executive:  
Harold McKinney  
boyleky.com

CLARK COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

35,614

No. of households: 14,547

Median household income: 
$43,797

Chamber of Commerce:  
Cindy Banks, Executive Director 
winchesterkychamber.com

Winchester/Clark County 
Industrial Authority: 

Todd Denham, Executive Director 
winchesterindustry.com

County Seat: Winchester 
Ed Burtner, Mayor  
winchesterky.com

Judge-Executive:  
Henry Branham  
clarkcoky.com

The Dixie Belle allows visitors to experience 
scenic Kentucky River views in Jessamine and 
Garrard Counties.

ESTILL COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

14,488

No. of households: 5,801 

Median household income: 
$28,684 

Estill Development Alliance:  
Joseph A. Crawford, Executive Director  
estillcountyky.net

County Seat:  
Irvine  
Ernest Farmer, Mayor

Judge-Executive:  
Wallace Taylor estillky.com

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

49,648

No. of households: 20,948 

Median household income: 
$47,086

Chamber of Commerce:  
Carmen Inman, Executive Director  
frankfortky.info

Kentucky Capital Development  
Corporation-KCDC: 

Kim Smith, Executive Director  
kycapitaldevelopment.com

County Seat/State Capital: 
Frankfort  
William May, Mayor  
frankfort.ky.gov

Judge-Executive: Ted Collins  
Franklincountyky.com

GARRARD COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

16,915

No. of households: 6,239 

Median household income: $44,115 

Chamber of Commerce:  
Dwayne Holland, Director  
garrardcounty.ky.gov/       
chamber+of+commerce/

Industrial Development 
Authority: 

David Land, Director  
garrardcounty.ky.gov

County Seat:  
Lancaster  
Chris Davis, Mayor  
garrardcounty.ky.gov

Judge-Executive: John Wilson  
garrardcounty.ky.gov

HARRISON COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

18,518

No. of households: 7,243

Median household income: 
$36,393 

Chamber of Commerce:  
Pat Grenier, Executive Director  
www.cynthianakychamber.com

Cynthiana-Harrison County 
Economic Development 
Authority: 

Frazier Lebus, Chairman

County Seat: Cynthiana  
Steve Moses, Mayor  
cynthianaky.com/cyncommission.htm

Judge-Executive: Alex Barnett
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LINCOLN COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

24,370

No. of households: 9,767 

Median household income: 
$34,454 

Chamber of Commerce:  
Andrea E. Miller, Executive Director  
lincolncountychamber.com

Stanford/Lincoln County 
Industrial Development 
Authority: 

J. Matthew Belcher, Executive Director  
www.lincolncountyeda.com

County Seat: Stanford  
Bill Miracle, Mayor 
www.stanfordky.org

Judge-Executive: Jim W. Adams  
lincolnky.com

JESSAMINE COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

50,173

No. of households: 17,960 

Median household income: 
$48,299 

Chamber of Commerce:  
Amy Cloud, Executive Director  
jessaminechamber.com

Jessamine County Economic 
Development Authority: 

Wayne Foster, President  
nicholasville.org

County Seat: Nicholasville  
Russell Meyer, Mayor  
nicholasville.org

Judge-Executive: 
William Neal Cassity  
jessamineco.com

MADISON COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

85,590

No. of households: 31,281 

Median household income: 
$42,020

Chamber of Commerce:  
Mendi Goble, Executive Director  
richmondchamber.com

Richmond Industrial 
Development Corp.: 

Tonita Goodwin, Executive Director  
richmond-industrial.org

County Seat: Richmond  
Jim Barnes, Mayor  
richmond.ky.us

Judge-Executive:  
Kent Clark  
madisoncountyky.us

MERCER COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

21,349

No. of households: 8,486 

Median household income: 
$44,431 

Chamber of Commerce:  
Jill Cutler, Executive Director  
mercerchamber.com

Harrodsburg/Mercer County 
Industrial Development 
Authority: 

Drew Dennis, Executive Director  
mercerkybusiness.com

County Seat: Harrodsburg  
Eddie Long, Mayor  
harrodsburgcity.org

Judge-Executive: Milward Dedman  
mercercounty.ky.gov The state capitol building in Frankfort is a must-see.

NICHOLAS COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 7,039

No. of households: 2,731

Median household income: 
$41,832 

Chamber of Commerce:  
Steve Scalf, President  
carlisle-chamber.com

Carlisle/Nicholas County 
Industrial Authority: 

Bascom Sorrell, Chairman

County Seat: Carlisle  
Kevin Booth, Mayor  
nicholascounty.ky.gov

Judge-Executive:  
Mike Pryor  
nicholascounty.ky.gov

POWELL COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

12,494

No. of households:  
4,678 

Median household income: 
$27,555

Powell County Industrial 
Development Authority: 

Craig Dawson, Executive Director 
www.powellcountyindustrial.com

County Seat: Stanton  
Dale Allen, Mayor  
powellcounty.ky.gov

Judge-Executive:  
James D. Anderson Jr.  
powellcounty.ky.gov

SCOTT COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

49,947

No. of households:  
17,676 

Median household income: 
$60,553

Chamber of Commerce:  
Jack Conner, Executive Director  
gtown.org

Scott County United:  
Jack Conner, Director  
gtown.org

County Seat: Georgetown  
Everette Varney, Mayor  
georgetown-kentucky.com

Judge-Executive:  
George Lusby  
scottky.com

WOODFORD COUNTY
Estimated 2013 Population: 

25,275

No. of households: 9,847 

Median household income: 
$56,672 

Chamber of Commerce:  
Don Vizi, Executive Director  
woodfordchamber-ky.com

Versailles/Woodford County 
Economic Development 
Authority:

John Soper, Executive Director  
woodfordcountyinfo.com

County Seat: Versailles  
Brian Traugott, Mayor  
versaillesky.com

Judge-Executive: John E. Coyle  
woodfordcounty.ky.gov
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THE sports scene in Lexington and Central Kentucky is a vibrant one on all levels. 
The University of Kentucky’s Wildcats provide first-class Division I athletics for fan  
to enjoy, pull in millions of dollars in revenue every year and attract new visitors 

to the area. Other colleges and universities in the area – like Morehead State University, 
Centre College, Transylvania University, Eastern Kentucky University, Asbury University 
and others – also provide fans with ample opportunities to take in a sports outing and 
cheer on local teams. 

On the non-collegiate level, activities like the Bluegrass State Games, the Lexington 
Sports & Social Club, and local parks and recreation leagues provide opportunities 
for normal people to get involved with sports, become more fit and boost consumer
spending in the area. 

The Lexington Legends minor league baseball team provides many family-friendly 
recreational opportunities. The league hosts numerous events throughout the year at 
Whitaker Bank Ballpark in north Lexington. 

The area is also home to countless leagues for kids in a range of sports, and Rupp 
Arena every year hosts the boys high school basketball championships. l

SPORTS

An athletic community
Central Kentucky boasts university, community, professional and youth sports opportunities

Right: This past year (2013-14) University of Kentucky finished 11th in the national college all-spo ts 
Directors’ Cup standings including men’s basketball, which placed second.

Above: Coach Mark Stoops (left) has reinvigorated the University of Kentucky football program since arriving in 
early 2013. Coach John Calipari (center) won an NCAA basketball national championship in 2012 in his third 
season at the University of Kentucky and has taken the team to two other Final Four appearances in his fi st fi e 
seasons. Coach Matthew Mitchell (right) has guided the UK Women’s Basketball program to fi e consecutive 
NCAA tournament appearances with seasons of at least 26 wins from 2007-08 through 2013-14.
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University of Kentucky’s Commonwealth Stadium is currently undergoing a $110 million expansion and renovation.
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Above: Transylvania University recently completed construction on a brand-new athletics complex in Lexington.

Right: The Transylvania Pioneers offer athletics like lacrosse in the NCAA Division III Heartland Collegiate 
Athletic Conference.

Above: The Bluegrass State Games recently celebrated 30 years of sports for 
all ages. 

Above: The 
Lexington 
Sports and 
Social Club 
provides 
athletics 
opportunities 
for adults of all 
skill levels.

Right: The 2014 
UK Softball 
team advanced 
to the Women’s 
College World 
Series for the 
fi st time in 
program history.
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Lexington Legends photo

Whitaker Bank Ballpark is the home field of the Lexington Legends minor league baseball team
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BY ESTHER MARR

SOME may consider Lexington’s 
urban area quaint in terms of size 
and population, but its burgeoning 

arts and cultural community is one of the 
many standout traits that puts the Bluegrass 
city on the map. Lexington’s economy is 
significantly boosted by the nume ous 
visitors and new transplants who are drawn 
to its eclectic array of attractions. 

“There are countless organizations 
that look at Lexington as a very livable 
city,” Maury Sparrow, communications 
director of LexArts, said. “That has to do 
with a lot of functions, including having a 
thriving arts scene. 

“It becomes more and more apparent 
every day to cities across the nation that a 
thriving arts scene is critical to making a 
city,” Sparrow added. “The arts were often 
overlooked in assessing a city because many 
looked at only quantitative measures, and 
the arts were seen only in a qualitative light. 
But it’s not that way anymore. Many firm  
moving into Lexington cite our vibrant 
arts scene as a determining factor in their 
decision to locate here. The level of corporate 
support we receive at LexArts is evidence 
that the arts truly bring intrinsic value to a 
city, both socially and economically.”

According to LexArts, Lexington’s arts 
and culture industry generates $17 million 
in living wages per year and supports more 
than 700 full-time positions. 

As a United Arts Fund, LexArts 
underwrites operating expenses for 
six partner organizations – Lexington 
Philharmonic, Lexington Children’s Theatre, 

Living Arts and Science Center, Lexington 
Art League, Central Kentucky Youth 
Orchestras, and Balagula Theatre – and 
awards grants to 13 or so smaller groups.

“The organizations that we fund 
are increasingly diverse. And that’s 
important...our function is to make art 
accessible to everyone,” Sparrow said.  

The biggest current update in the arts 
and culture community is the $5 million 
renovation and expansion of the Living 
Arts and Science Center in Lexington’s 
east end, Sparrow noted. The project is 
slated to be completed by fall 2015 and 
will more than double the existing space.

The project includes a complete 
renovation of the historic Kinkead House, a 
Victorian brick structure, which will house 
a new Children’s Art Gallery and a retail 
gallery. The current art gallery, classrooms 
and office spaces will also be enovated.

A dramatic modern glass-box 
expansion will include Lexington’s 
only planetarium, an expanded hands-
on Discovery Exhibit, new art and 
science classrooms, a Digital Art Studio, 
additional gallery space, a teaching 
kitchen, a clay studio, urban green space, 
butterfly ga dens and a rooftop garden. 

Actors Guild of Lexington
actorsguildoflexington.o g

Art Museum at the  
University of Kentucky
uky.edu/ArtMuseum

Berea Arts Council
Berea – bereaartscouncil.org

Bluegrass Theatre Guild
Frankfort – bluegrasstheatreguild.com

Bluegrass Youth Ballet
bluegrassyouthballet.org

Eastern Kentucky University  
Center for the Arts
Richmond – ekucenter.com

Grand Theater
Frankfort – grandtheatrefrankfort.org

Great American Brass Festival
Danville – gabbf.org

Headley-Whitney Museum
headley-whitney.org

Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
Berea – kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov

Kentucky Arts Council
Frankfort – artscouncil.ky.gov

Kentucky Ballet Theatre
kyballet.com

ARTS AND CULTURE

Putting downtown on the map
A burgeoning cultural scene in the Bluegrass

The Lexington Philharmonic has 62 members led 
by music director and Conductor Scott Terrell. 
LexPhil provides over 100 concerts, education and 
community programs every year

LEXARTS
161 North Mill Street
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 255-2951
lexarts.org

 
LexArts works for the 
development of a strong 
and vibrant arts community 
as a means of enhancing 
the quality of life in central 
Kentucky. Through its 
annual Fund for the Arts, 
LexArts raises millions of dollars in support of 
local arts, and, in turn, underwrites operating 
expenses of Partner Organizations, awards 
Community Arts Development grants and 
offers affordable rehearsal and office space for
arts organizations.

John R. Long, 
Chairman of 
the Board, 
LexArts
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Kentucky Repertory Dance Theatre
krdt.org

Kentucky Theater
kentuckytheater.com

Leeds Center for the Arts
Winchester – leedscenter.org

Lexington Art League
lexingtonartleague.org

Lexington Ballet
lexingtonballet.org

Lexington Chamber Chorale
lexingtonchamberchorale.org

Lexington Children’s Theatre
lctonstage.org

Lexington Opera Society
lexingtonopera.com

The Lexington Philharmonic
lexphil.org

Lexington Public Library
lexpublib.org

The Lexington Singers
lexsing.org

Lyric Theatre & Cultural Arts Center
lexingtonlyric.com

Norton Center for the Arts
Danville – nortoncenter.com

Pioneer Playhouse
Danville – pioneerplayhouse.com

Richmond Area Arts Council
artsinrichmond.org

Singletary Center for the Arts
finea ts.uky.edu/singletary-center

Studio Players
studioplayers.org

University of Kentucky Art Museum
uky.edu/artmuseum

Woodford Theater
Versailles – woodfordcountytheater.com

Woodsongs Old-Time Radio Hour
woodsongs.com

Yuko-En On the Elkhorn, the Official
Kentucky-Japan Friendship Garden
Georgetown – yuko-en.com l

ARTS AND CULTURE

The Lexington Philharmonic
The Lexington Philharmonic’s 2014-2015 
season, “Pure Emotion,” is one of its most 
exciting yet, with an emphasis on innovation 
and collaboration. 

The organization has drawn national 
attention to Central Kentucky and this season 
focuses on works by contemporary and classic 
composers. Highlights include colossal musical 
works with regional collaborators, theatrical and 
multimedia programs. 

Picnic With The Pops
One of Lexington’s favorite summer 
traditions, Picnic with the Pops, is an annual 
outdoor musical event held in August. 
Featuring live orchestra music by the Lexington 
Philharmonic and a special guest, it has a fun 
and light-hearted atmosphere with picnic 
dinners and a table decorating contest at 
the beautiful Keene Meadow adjoining the 
Keeneland racetrack just west of the city. 

University of Kentucky Opera Theatre
University of Kentucky Opera Theatre is a 
dynamic, multifaceted program that attracts 
some of the nation’s top singing talent. In recent 
years, UKOT collaborated with the San Francisco 
Merola Program and the Dicapo Opera Theatre of 
New York. UK Opera has made four professional 
recordings for Albany Records.

Hopewell Museum
Hopewell Museum anchors a six-block section 
of historic Paris, Ky., with 10 antique shops, 
galleries and museums. Six are in buildings more 
than 100 years old and three more are at least 
70 years old. Hopewell exhibits include Paris 
ARTWALK, Secretariat Festival, Creative Harvest 
Regional Art and pieces on loan from the The 
Speed Art Museum of Louisville.
 
Lexington Opera House
Listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, the Lexington Opera House is one of 
the premiere performing arts centers and top 
cultural destinations in the region. The 19th-
century restored theater has fewer than 1,000 
seats, providing an intimate atmosphere  
for guests. 

Central Kentucky Youth Orchestra
More than 300 students gather from 11 counties 
and 48 area schools to participate in Central 
Kentucky Youth Orchestra.

The organization offers five o chestras: 
Symphony, Concert, Repertory, Preparatory 
Strings, and Jazz Arts, as well as opportunities 
to participate in chamber ensembles. CKYO 
offers affordable, family-friendly concerts. 

Woodland Arts Fair
For nearly 40 years, the Lexington Art League, 
in conjunction with the city of Lexington, has 
produced the Woodland Art Fair, a juried and 
nationally ranked and recognized arts showcase.

Downtown Arts Center 
The Downtown Arts Center is a vibrant arts 
center encompassing the Black Box Theatre 
and the City Gallery, and provides high-quality 
performance and rehearsal space.

Gallery Hop
The LexArts Hop is a self-guided open house-
style tour of the visual arts in downtown 
Lexington. In 2015, the monthly Friday-evening 
event will expand to six times per year and will 

continue to feature hundreds of local artists 
displaying in more than 50 venues. 

Chamber Music 
Highly enriching the lives of Bluegrass residents 
is a thriving chamber music landscape. Formed 
in the 1950s, the Chamber Music Society of 
Central Kentucky is the second oldest music 
organization in Lexington.

Balagula Theatre 
Balagula began in 2003 as an artists’ cooperative 
with an objective to create professional quality 
theater for actors to grow their skills and for 
audiences to enjoy inspiring, intelligent and 
innovative theater. 

The Loudoun House, a castellated Gothic 
Revival villa built in 1850, is owned by the city 
of Lexington and has been the Lexington Art 
League’s administrative and curatorial home 
since 1984.

Arts for all
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